S 





Belchertown, Granby & Amnerst 


ENITINEL 


YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 





A TURLEY PUBLICATION F www.turley.com 











COMMUNITY EDUCATION 
Tourism takes a hit during } lake care with 
pandemic...p. 3 | young wildfire..p. 9 


Volume 105 * Number 5 











SPORTS 
Summer leagues now 
coming into question..p. 1 1 





L915 





PRSRT STD 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 


PALMER, MA 
PERMIT NO. 22 





ECR-WSS 
LOCAL POSTAL CUSTOMER 


THURSDAY, 
MAY 7, 2020 


www.sentinel.turley.com 


PEOPLE 


Thinking outside 
the box...p. 16 





Oey retires after 
over 25 years 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
sentinel@turley.com 





BELCHERTOWN- - 
Belchertown Police Officer Ed 
Oey followed a popular mantra 
during his tenure at the depart- 
ment — “If you love what you do, 
you'll never work a day in your 
life.” He said he did just that for 
over 25 years. 

Oey retired after working his 
last day shift on Thursday April 
30 and was met outside of the 
Belchertown Police station with a 
line of firetrucks, police cars and 
other vehicles with posters, sirens 
and shouts. 

State Police, Belchertown Fire 
Department, South Hadley Police 
Department, Granby Police 
Department, Three Rivers Fire 
Department and more drove by 
the station to Oey’s surprise. 

The car parade was organized 
by Oey’s daughter, Ann Smith. 

“When we didn’t have any 
options — we wanted to give him 
a proper send off — the depart- 
ment called and asked we wanted 
to do,’ Smith said. “Of course, 
they did something inside of the 
department, but we couldn’t go 
to that because it was open to the 


See OFFICER OEY, page 10 





Belchertown residents Scott Karen and Suzanne Barnett eloped on the Belcher- 
town Common on Sunday, May 2. 


Call Surner 
and ask for our 
PINK truck 
to make your 
next delivery. 





WEDDING 


TURLEY PUBLICATION PHOTOS BY MELINA BOURDEAU 
Officer Ed Oey and his family members met outside of the Belchertown Police Station for Oey’s last day last week. 


Couple commits 
during COVID-19 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff Writer 


BELCHERTOWN -— Despite 
social distancing, Scott Karen 
and Suzanne Barnett got mar- 
ried on the Belchertown 
Common. 

The two have been togeth- 
er for 19 years, three of which 
they spent engaged and they 
intended on having a wedding 
in June of 2020 until COVID- 
19 caused them to cancel their 
original plan. 

However, it didn’t take very 
long for the couple to decide to 
do a different ceremony instead. 

“We thought such an event 
might be fun for townsfolk to 


Surner Heating has partnered with the 
Susan G. Koman Foundation to support all 
those whom have been touched by 
Breast Cancer. — 


see in the paper during these 
dark times,” Karen said. 
“Undaunted we are moving for- 
ward hell or high water on the 
town common. COVID-19 be 
damned!” 

Karen and Barnett decided 
to get married with a Justice of 
the Peace on the Town Common 
last Sunday with a few friends 
all social distancing from either 
more than six feet away, or in 
their cars around the common. 

“The pandemic was kind of a 
push for us,’ Barnett said. “We 
didn’t really want to put it off, 
we wanted to do something fun 


See WEDDING, page 10 - 
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SELECTMEN NOTES 
Memorial 
Day to go 
digital 

Poll hours set 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff Report 


BELCHERTOWN —- While 
the Belchertown Selectboard 
has gotten “back to business,” 
the COVID-19 pandemic is con- 
tinuing to effect annual events in 
town. 

The selectboard unanimously 
agreed to make changes to this 
year’s Memorial Day events, elec- 
tion and supports Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s order to use masks in 
public. 


Memorial Day 

Belchertown Veteran’s Agent, 
Charly Oliva, recommended the 
selectboard support a digital cere- 
mony in lieu of one 1n person. 

Selectboard Chair Ed Boscher 
said he hoped Olvia would be 
able to record whatever activities 
are planned. 

“T know Charly will find a safer 
way to honor veterans during the 
pandemic,” Boscher said. 


Election time set 

The selectboard determined the 
polling hours for the upcoming 
June 22, setting them from 12 to 
4 p.m. 

Town Administrator Gary 
Brougham told the selectboard 
the polls have to open by 12 p.m. 
but could have reduced hours. 

Selectboard members Jen 
Turner said she thought it would 
be better to have the polls open 
from 12 to 4 p.m., keeping in 
mind the fact the poll workers are 
part of the population vulnerable 
to COVID-19. 

“T think limited hours would 
be better to make sure there is 
enough time while limiting the 
exposure of the poll workers,” 
Turner said. 

There will be shields, masks, 
sanitizer and other sanitary 
measures taken at the polls, 
Brougham said. 

Boscher said he agreed with 
the four-hour window with one 
contested race on the ballot and 
absentee ballots are being encour- 
aged by the town clerk. 


See SELECTMEN, page 7 
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Little Friends 
Child Care Center 
58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown 


Caring for Children 1 year up to 9 years 
Full day, before and after school programs 
and a morning preschool program offered 
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Volunteers reach out to veterans by phone 


EILEEN KENNEDY 
Staff writer 


BROOKFIELD — As COVID-19 
began to circulate, The Brookfield 
Institute, which helps veterans and 
their families, decided to gather 
up its volunteers and reach out to 
veterans in case they were without 
necessities or a warm voice at the 
end of their phone line. 

The mission of The Brookfield 
Institute is to prevent veteran sui- 
cide and bring increased well-be- 
ing to veterans and their families 
through education and outreach. 
The overall goal, through their 
work, is to help veterans, their fam- 
ilies and communities develop the 
skills and tools to build resilience. 

“In this time of collective trau- 
ma, we’re very aware that every- 
one is under more stress and may 
have more anxiety,” said Brookfield 
Institute Executive Director Beverly 
Prestwood-Taylor. She said the sit- 
uation can make people irritable, 
weepy and foggy-headed as they 
live with their anxiety or other 
issues made worse by today’s cir- 
cumstances. 

“This affects our brains and our 
thinking brains can shut down as 
a result,’ she said. After deciding 
to check on veterans in the Ware- 
Palmer-Warren-Belchertown and 
Brookfields region, the Institute 
gathered up volunteers and began 
calling veterans to make sure they 
were all right and had everything 
they needed, she said. 

“We’ve had a very positive 
response,’ Prestwood-Taylor said. 
“They are incredibly happy that 
somebody out there cares and they 
know somebody wants to help 
them. We at the Brookfield Institute 
want to make sure that veterans 
know, as they say in the say in the 
service “somebody has their back.” 

Sometimes it is something rel- 
atively minor like access to hand 
sanitizer and Clorox wipes, or it can 
be taking time to listening to how 
they feel if they choose to talk or 
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providing a referral for counseling, 
she said. 

In a couple of cases there has 
been food insecurity for veterans 
and their families, so making sure 
they had a more reliable source of 
food was important. She said there 
are food boxes brought to veterans 
in those situations. 

Volunteers Patty and Paul 
Boynton, were two of the nine vol- 
unteers making the calls as a way 
to honor their son, Chris, who died 
while serving in the U.S. Army. 

“Tt’s given them a sense of mean- 
ing,” she said of the Boytons. “It 
allows them to help others, and it 
gives them solace to do something 
in Christopher’s memory.” 

Another volunteer, Donna Dube, 
of Ware, said she was honored to 
make the calls after what the ser- 
vice has done for her son, Brandon 
Dube. Through the U.S. Army 
National Guard, following a year in 
Iraq, he discovered he wanted to be 
a doctor. But he decided to get there 
by first becoming a nurse, she said. 

Her son received his bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in nursing, 
and is about to graduate from a 
nursing anesthetist program at the 
University of Connecticut. 

A Belchertown resident, he will 
finish up the program, although 
he himself was temporarily side- 
lined from studying recently after 
contracting COVID-19. He and his 
wife, a nurse practioner, have had 
him recuperating at home in 1so- 
lation in their finished basement, 
Dube said. He also did not have 
a severe case, mostly fatigue and 
body aches, she said. Once he pass- 
es his boards this summer he will 
join Baystate Medical Center in 
Springfield. 

In Dube’s case, she and her hus- 
band, John, an Air Force veteran, 
enjoy volunteering at the Brookfield 
Institute, because of how much the 
service has given her son. 

Dube herself is disabled with 
spine issues and enjoys reaching out 
to veterans to make sure they have 
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As towns, schools and clubs continue 
to assess the threat posed by coronavirus, 
many are making the decision to can- 
cel or postpone their public events, often 
with little notice. 

The Belchertown Sentinel will inform 
readers about cancelations when known 
and when the newspaper’s weekly dead- 
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Brookfield Institute volunteers, Patty Boynton, left, and her husband, Paul Boynton, right, 
are flanking Brookfield Institute Executive Director Beverly Prestwood-Taylor at a tag 
sale held last fall to benefit the nonprofit that helps veterans and their families. 


what they need. She and her hus- 
band had a house fire in November, 
and were only able to return to their 
property this past week when a 
trailer was delivered. 

“T’m lucky enough to be able to 
do this,” she said, of being able to 
make contact with veterans. She 
identifies with the veterans, some 
of whom already self-isolate due to 
their experiences in the military. 

As she goes out only one day a 
week to do errands due to her back 
pain, she identifies with some veter- 
ans need to be apart. 

“T’m humbled though to take part 
in letting our veterans know how 
truly appreciated they are,’ Dube 
said. They have appreciated her 
contact, she said, and “they have 
such a good capacity for humor.” 
She joked that there’s nothing 
wrong with her mouth, so calling to 
check on them is easy to do and she 
enjoys speaking with them. 

Although it is important to make 
sure veterans have their needs 
met, the Institute’s overall goal is 


“to make sure veterans and their 
families not just survive but that 
they thrive during this crisis,” 
Prestwood-Taylor said. 

Some of the training offered to 
veterans and their families is around 
being more resilient. The Institute 
is filming different speakers talking 
about resilience, and putting them 
on its website, brookfieldinstitute. 
org, and will put them on the non- 
profit’s Facebook page as well. 

“We want to offer them the 
expertise to help them build resil- 
ience to face the trauma they have 
experienced and the stresses, and 
with all of the things that life 
brings,” Prestwood-Taylor said. 
“These are heartfelt expressions of 
advice from people who are experts 
in their areas.” 

Anyone who knows a veteran 
who may need or want outreach 
should contact her at Beverly @ 
brookfieldinstitute.org with the vet- 
eran’s name and contact informa- 
tion. 


Coronavirus presents changing 
landscape for news coverage 


To our readers, line will permit, but readers should be 


aware of the possibility that events fea- 


tured in the printed newspaper, including 
those previewed in stories, briefs and on 
the calendar page, may be canceled with- 
out enough notice to print an update. The 
Belchertown Sentinel encourages readers 
to contact event coordinators and orga- 
nizers to confirm that gatherings are still 
taking place before attending. 
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Tourism takes a hit during pandemic 


Business leaders 
answer questions 
during Facebook 
Q&A 


TYLER S.WITKOP 
Staff Writer 


REGION - Across the country, 
businesses of all sizes are taking 
a hit as a result of restrictions to 
help limit the spread of infections 
caused by the novel coronavirus. 
Here in Western Massachusetts, 
among the hardest hit sectors is 
that of Tourism, Hospitality and 
Arts and Culture. 

To help spread the message and 
to encourage future business, two 
local leaders joined state Sen. Eric 
Lesser (D-Longmeadow) of the 
first Hampden and Hampshire 
District, Senate chair of the 
Joint Committee on Economic 
Development and Emerging 
Technologies, for a Facebook 
Live Q&A session Friday, May 
1. Joining Lesser were Mary 
Kay Wydra, president of the 
Greater Springfield Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, and John 
Doleva, president and CEO of the 
Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame. 

“Every family and small busi- 
ness has felt pain from this cri- 
sis, but we know one sector that 
has been particularly hard hit is 
our vital tourism and hospitality 
industry, which is the third larg- 
est source of employment for 
Massachusetts families,’ Lesser 
said. “We must all work togeth- 
er to keep families safe, stop the 
spread of this virus, and ensure 
our economy recovers.” 

According to Wydra, tourism 
and hospitality has been “hard 
hit” by state and local orders clos- 
ing non-essential business, lim- 
iting gatherings to 10 or fewer 
people and keeping six feet of 
separation between others. She 
said since Massachusetts Gov. 


Charlie Baker issued his stay-at- 
home advisory in March, there 
have been 118 piec- 
es of lost business in 
Western Massachusetts, 
which represent busi- 
ness and trade con- 
ventions at places 
like the MassMutual 
Center in Springfield 
and the Eastern States 
Exposition in West 
Springfield. That 
equates to roughly $49 
million in lost revenue 
to the local economy coming from 
sources including food and retail 
vendors and booked hotel rooms. 

“Hopefully the numbers won’t 
keep climbing,” Wydra said. 

Trickle Effect 

But more than just individual 
businesses struggling, Wydra said 
the shutdown also hampers state 
and municipal revenues through 
sales, meal and occupancy taxes. 

Doleva, of Wilbraham, said he 
and the staff at the Hall of Fame 
were looking forward to re-open- 
ing the Hall in mid-June, which 
had been closed starting Feb. 5 
to complete a multi-million-dol- 
lar renovation project. They were 
also looking forward to hosting 
some of the world’s greatest bas- 
ketball personalities for the annu- 
al enshrinement ceremony, which 
was set to celebrate the late Kobe 
Bryant, who was killed with his 
daughter and seven others in a 
helicopter crash in January, and 
who was inducted into the Hall in 
his first year of eligibility. 

“We get 60 percent of our vis- 
itation from Memorial Day to 
Labor Day,’ Doleva said, noting 
the shutdown will have a “signif- 
icant effect” on the Hall. “People 
have a thirst for sports and doing 
things that aren’t necessarily 
crowds.” 

He said with the Hall of Fame, 
trade shows and other leisure 
activities closed or canceled for 
the immediate future, the impact 
has and will trickle into other 
businesses. Without assistance, he 
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estimates as much as 40 percent of 
local restaurants may not recover 
from the shutdown. 

“This was a thriv- 
ing sector,” Lesser 
said, noting the 
impact was sud- 
den and immediate. 
“This was speeding 
along the highway 
and slamming on the 
brakes.” 

‘Pent-Up Demand’ 

Wydra said that 
some are projecting 
the economic hit to the travel and 
tourism sector could be as high as 
nine to 11 times worse than that 
experienced in the aftermath of 
9/11. In western Massachusetts, 
she said the busiest months are 
May, August and September. At 
least for now, scheduled events 
have already been canceled into 
August. 

“We are anticipating pent-up 
demand,’ Wydra said, expressing 
her hope that once businesses are 
allowed to re-open, spending will 
resume. 

GSCVB, Wydra said, is 
approaching the recovery in 
three phases: inspire, inquire and 
explore. They are currently in the 
inspire phase, where the organiza- 
tion is trying to get people to think 
about western Massachusetts and 
the varied attractions in downtown 
Springfield as well the outdoor 
recreation opportunities up and 
down the Pioneer Valley. 

With May 3 through 9 being 
National Tourism Week, she said 
the organization has created post- 
cards promoting the region and 
are in the process of developing 
a video. The marketing and pro- 
motional materials will promote 
Western Mass. in the New York 
and Boston markets, which com- 
pete with the Pioneer Valley for 
tourism dollars. 

With the inquire phase, she said 
they anticipate folks will begin to 
travel and spend their dollars close 
to home, and ultimately, get out 
and explore the region once more. 


Doleva said one way folks can 
help the local economy is through 
booking events in the region, 
looking at the fall and next sum- 
mer when life is likely to normal- 
ize. Wydra said individuals can 
try to help businesses at the cash 
register, utilizing the limited ser- 
vices available, as “everyone has 
bills to pay.” 

Opportunity 

Lesser told Turley Publications 
that the closures are designed to 
help prevent the spread of the new 
coronavirus, but all government 
officials must work to ensure nec- 
essary aid reaches the people most 
in need. 

“We need to avoid temporary 
closures from becoming perma- 
nent,” he said. “I know how urgent 
this is and we are doing every- 
thing we possibly can.” 

Lesser said his focus has been 
on helping communities and busi- 
nesses get the resources they need 
to get through. A challenge, he 
noted, is that there are parallel cri- 
ses — health and economic — and 
there is a need to address both at 
the state level. While there is a 
“deep and very severe recession,” 
he said he and his colleagues are 
working together to ensure com- 
munities and businesses receive 
the resources they need to rebuild 
on both fronts. 

“We’re going to work togeth- 
er and we’re going to overcome,’ 
Lesser said. “This is a moment of 
great test and consequence to our 
whole world.” 

During the live stream session, 
Doleva said the shutdown poses 
an opportunity for the region 
and state to respond together and 
rebuild. 

“IT think this is an opportuni- 
ty to show your colleagues and 
demonstrate to all the citizens of 
the State how important hospital- 
ity and tourism is because it has 
a lot of jobs, it drives a lot of tax 
revenue,” he said. “This is a real 
time as we come out of this that 
we can elevate the respect of the 
hospitality and tourism industry.” 


Belchertown 
annual town 
election 
candidates 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff Writer 


BELCHERTOWN - The fol- 
lowing candidates will appear on 
the ballot in the June 22 election. 

Each position has a three-year 
term unless otherwise stated. 

There is one contested race for 
a selectboard seat. James Barry 
and Oliver Haas are running for 
the position. 

There are two seats available 
on the Belchertown School com- 
mittee and incumbents Heidi 
Gutekenst and Mike Knapp are 
running for reelection. Knapp is 
running as a write-in candidate. 

Thomas Barry is running for 
reelection for a position on the 
Board of Assessors. 

Running for a five-year term 
on the Planning Board is incum- 
bent Mike Hofler. 

There are three offices that no 
one pulled papers for, accord- 
ing to Belchertown Town Clerk 
Colleen Toothill-Berte. 

There are two positions on the 
Board of Health, one position 
on the Housing Authority with a 
five-year term and an open posi- 
tion for Moderator. 

The clerk’s office is encour- 
aging voting by mail for the 
upcoming town election on June 
22. In person voting will still 
be available with limited hours 
for those who prefer to vote in 
person. To vote by mail, simply 
complete the application found 
here: http://www.belchertown. 
org/departments/clerk/index.php 
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Garden Favorites 
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Spring Blooming Perennials ~ 
Creeping Phlox, Columbine, Dianthus, 

Bleeding Hearts & More 

Spring Blooming 
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Lilacs, Forsythia, Weeping Cherry & More 


Fragrant Rose Bushes ~ 
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Kitchen Herbs ~ 


Annuals ~ Parsley, Basil, 
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Call Randall's Greenhouse 


413-589-7071 


For Delivery or Curbside Pick-up 
of Flowers & Plants 
24 - 72 hours Notice Required 


From Randall's Kitchen 


Brunch Favorites 


Fresh Baked Quiche, 
Danish, Muffins, 
Fresh Fruit Salad 

and Fruit Platters, 
Fresh Baked Plies, 
Cookies & Desserts 





Special Mother's Day Menu 
Ready to Heat and Serve 
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Fees 
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Perennial ~ Mints, Chives, Sage & Thyme 
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BCTV 
schedule and shows 


Note: This is the schedule as of Monday, May 4, it may 
be subject to change based on the town’s plan on coping 
with the COVID-19 virus. 


Thursday, May 7 

e §8a.m.— Selectmen — May 4 
e 10a.m.— Planning Board — April 28 
e 7 p.m. — Selectmen — May 4 
¢ 9p.m.— Planning Board — April 28 

Friday, May 8 
e 8am -— Conversation with Pakman 
e 9am — Curious Giraffe — Your Place in the Band 
e 9:30am — Curious Giraffe — Kids Make a Difference 
e 4pm — Curious Giraffe — Your Place in the Band 
e 4:30pm — Curious Giraffe — Kids Make a Difference 
e 7pm — Conversation with Pakman 
¢ 8pm — Concert on the Common — July 2019 
¢ 10pm — Memories of Belchertown — Fitzpatrick and 

Loftus 
Saturday, May 9 

e 8 a.m. —Curious Giraffe — Your Place in the Band 
¢ 8:30 a.m. — Curious Giraffe — Kids Make a Difference 
e 4p.m.-— Curious Giraffe — Greatness Chair Part 1 
e 5 p.m.-— Curious Giraffe — Greatness Chair Part 2 


Sunday, May 10 
¢ 6p.m.— Christ Community Church 
e 7p.m.— Hope United Methodist Church 


Monday, May 11 


e §8a.m.—Conversation with Pakman 
e 5 p.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
¢ 6:30 p.m. — Selectmen — Channel 191 
e 7 p.m. — Conservation Comm. — Channel 192 
Tuesday, May 12 
e 8 a.m. — Curious Giraffe — Your Place in the Band 
¢ 8:30 a.m. — Curious Giraffe — Kids Make a Difference 
e 10a.m.-— Concert on the Common — August 2019 
e 4p.m.-— Curious Giraffe — Greatness Chair Part 1 
e 5 p.m.-— Curious Giraffe — Greatness Chair Part 2 
e 7p.m.— Memories of Belchertown — Fitzpatrick and 
Loftus 
Wednesday, May 13 
e §8a.m.— Conversation with Pakman 
¢ 9a.m.— Blue Ribbon Cooks — Summer Cooking 
e 10a.m.— Blue Ribbon Cooks — Mediterranean Style 
e 7p.m.— Conversation with Pakman 
¢ 8 p.m. — Blue Ribbon Cooks — Summer Cooking 
e 9p.m.— Blue Ribbon Cooks — Mediterranean Style 


The BCTV Studio is located at 68 State St., Belchertown. 
BCTV channels are 191, 192 and 193. The BCTV schedule 
is available at www.Belchertown.org. On the main title 
page select “residents,” click on Belchertown Community 
Television. Selected BCTV shows are also available on 
Vimeo. Go to www.Belchertown.org, go to quick links and 
click on “watch meetings and events online.” The schedule is 
subject to change. 

The BCTV weather information system is broadcast on TV 
channel 193 and displays the current weather conditions at 
the BCTV station as well as, the current regional radar. This 
service operates 24 hours a day with audio provided by the 
National Weather Service from Albany New York, with fore- 
casts, storm and emergency warnings for the Pioneer Valley. 


Belchertown 
library update 


Staff Report 


BELCHERTOWN -— With the temporary closure of 
the Clapp Memorial Library building in response to 
the coronavirus threat, now is a great time to explore 
the library’s digital offerings, available 24-hours a day. 


Climate Preparedness 

The Clapp Memorial Library is partnering with 
the Hampden Hampshire Conservation District to 
highlight DIY projects that anyone can do at home 
to promote climate preparedness and conservation of 
resources. Topics include garden soil testing and ver- 
micomposting (using earthworms), as well as a rain 
garden guide that offers instruction on collecting run- 
off rain from a roof, driveway, parking area or yard. 
Other instructions offer guidance for composting, 
creating a pollinator garden, and building your own 
rain barrel. For those who want to put their thoughts 
on paper, the resources also include thought-provoking 
writing prompts related to climate change. Step-by- 
step instructions are available on the library website 
at www.clapplibrary.org. 


Birds of the world 

The Clapp Memorial Library is offering access to 
an exciting new database, Birds of the World. The 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology now owns the digital 
rights to the seminal, 17 volume Handbook of the 
Birds of the World, along with Bird Families of the 
World, the eBird database, and other important and 
innovative works on the topic. It also includes the 
content of the Macaulay Library, a wildlife media 
archive with 18,469,356 photos, sounds and videos 
from around the world. The result is the most compre- 
hensive, detailed, authoritative and accessible resource 
on the biology, plumages, and behaviors of every 
species of bird in the world, according to Lab Director 
John Fitzpatrick. He refers to the database as “bird 
diversity at your fingertips” and notes that it brings 
the entire global community of birders and scientists 
together on behalf of birds. 

Content is continually evolving to maintain accura- 
cy and comprehensiveness. 

Spring is a terrific time to explore birding. Using 
a Clapp Memorial Library card, access is available 
through the “e-Library” tab on the library website at 
www.clapplibrary.com. Questions can be directed to 
clapp@cwmars.org. 


Science Fiction and Fantasy Book Club 

Fancy a trip to another planet? 

The Clapp Memorial Library’s science fiction and 
fantasy book club is meeting virtually and invites lovers 
of high fantasy, hard science fiction, fable, far future, 
and all of the speculative fiction options to join in. 

The current pick is “The Long Trip to a Small, 
Angry Planet” by Becky Chambers, to be discussed at 
6 p.m. on May 29. Check out the title from our hoop- 
la collection (hoopladigital.com) or from OverDrive 
(cwmars.overdrive.com). 

To sign-up or ask questions email Tegan Mannino 
at tmannino@cwmars.org. GoToMeeting link will be 
provided before the meeting. 


See UPDATE, page 5 
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A TORO? 
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Your 
“Home” Town 
Realtor 


JIM 
POTTER 


BOYDEN & 
PERRON, INC. 


41 So. Whitney St., Amherst 


jimpotter @ jonesrealtors.com 
jimpotterrealestate.com 

45 North Main St. 

413-253-7358 11333-7055 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30 

Wed. til 7pm; Sat. 8-4 

www.boydenandperron.com 


members have been on the hunt for the 
ever-evasive Turley the Turtle in the pages 


413-221-5230 


Counting Turtles 


This week there were the follow- 
ing guesses for how many times Turley 
appeared: Celeste Chenier, of Ludlow 
and Samantha Opalenik, of Belchertown, 
guessed there were nine turtles in the 
April 30 edition. 


munity 


WHY CHOOSE JIM POTTER? 
Jim Will Help Buy or Sell Your Home! 


Top Selling Multi Million Dollar 
Sales Agent for 12 Years 


e 28 Sold Transactions for 2016 

e 28 Sold Transactions for 2017 

e 32 Sold Transactions for 2018 

¢ Buying or Selling, you won’t be 
disappointed with my service. 

e You ll Get Personal Attention from 
ME from Start To Finish 

'°°7 « NO TEAM MEMBERS NEEDED 


Jones Group A Portion Of Every Real Estate Transaction I have will be Donated to 
Support Youth Sports in the Belchertown Recreation Department 
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i POLICE LOGS 


Belchertown Police 


Editor’s note: The following are brief 
explanations of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and arrests for 
the weeks of April 23 through April 28. 
The information was provided by a mem- 
ber of the police department based on the 
review of the detailed log summary. This 
feature is designed to provide context and 
explanation to some of the calls police 
respond to every day. Of the 248 calls 
police responded to, there were 8 incidents, 
0 accidents, 2 arrest/summons and I cita- 
tion. 


ARRESTS/SUMMONS 


Thursday, April 23 

2:06 p.m. - A summons was issued to a 
32-year-old Springfield man for operat- 
ing with a suspended license. 

Officers Valerie Austin and Jay Krol 
dispatched to Summit Street for a male 
party walking in middle of roadway 
screaming for help. As officers were 
responding they noticed a black station 
wagon driving in the road. After motion- 
ing for the vehicle to stop, officers spoke 
to the driver. Sgt. Steven Henn respond- 
ed for backup. Dispatch informed offi- 
cers the driver was operating with a 
suspended license and a summons was 
issued. The male party calling for help 
had a medical issue and was transported 
to the hospital. 


ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS 
Saturday, April 24 
7:11 a.m. — Officer Andrew Letendere 
received a report of someone leaving the 


UPDATE : from page 4 


Virtual Tours 

Museum doors may be closed, but plenty 
of museums have ramped up their online 
offerings, with virtual exhibition tours, 
activities for youth, student curriculums 
and other interactive content. The Norman 
Rockwell Museum in Stockbridge offers a 
rich selection of virtual museum experienc- 
es, aS does the British Museum in London, 
The National Gallery of Art in Washington 
D.C., the Guggenheim in New York City, 
and the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam, 
just to name a few. The Clapp Memorial 
Library has compiled a page of “Stay at 
Home Resources’ that are available on the 
Library website under the “Services” tab. 
Cultural offerings include Metropolitan 
Opera performances, plays performed by 
the Royal National Theater in London, vir- 
tual concerts, and zoo and aquarium tours. 
Explore the library website at www.clap- 
plibrary.org to discover your next great 
experience. 


Amy’s Animals 
Grooming Services 


pe 170 Jackson St. 
Belchertown 

° Basic Grooming 
°Cuts & Trims 
¢ Shave Downs 
Nail Care 
Flea & Tick Baths 
¢ Elaborate Styles 

& Dyes Go sr 


“a 323-571 














AMERICAN LEGION POST 325 


scene of property damage on Jasons Way to 
multiple mailboxes in the area. The officer 
found the mailboxes were damaged beyond 
repair. After speaking to homeowners, one 
of the residents had a video. The officers 
found that damage to the mailboxes may be 
related to a MassDOT highway sign which 
was struck in the morning as well. The 
matter is under investigation. 

10:29 a.m. - Officer Vincent Deponte 
spoke with an individual about a number 
of fraud transactions on their bank account. 
They noticed charges from a business they 
didn’t purchase. The individual contacted 
the bank and found there were two sepa- 
rate transactions and the items had been 
shipped. It was documented to have on file 
and the case identity was captured. 


Monday, April 27 

7:15 a.m. — Officer Michael Jablonski 
got a call from a party who wanted to pro- 
vide additional information for a reported 
breaking and entering and larceny case 
over the week. 

11:39 a.m. — Officer Jordyn Noonan 
spoke with a resident who reported two 
vehicles windows were destroyed by 
bricks. A similar incident also occurred to 
another resident. When Noonan responded 
on scene, there were two cars in the drive- 
way with both back windows shattered. 
Noonan gathered a suspect drove by and 
threw the bricks. The matter is under inves- 
tigation. 


Tuesday, April 28 
7:51 a.m. — Officer Chris Mayo took 
report of property damage done to a vehicle 
by a tree crew. 


Ebooks 

The Overdrive collection includes thou- 
sands of ebooks, digital audio books and 
magazines that can be quickly accessed 
after downloading the Libby App from 
Overdrive. Those without a current library 
card can still access these collections by 
getting an Overdrive Instant Digital Card. 
Instructions are available on the Library 
website at www.clapplibrary.org. 

The Library offers a variety of electron- 
ic collections that users can access from 
home. These collections include Rosetta 
Stone, which offers an interactive, immer- 
sion approach to learning a new language; 
Consumer Reports Online presents ratings 
and reviews of thousands of consumer 
products; Tumblebooks is an online col- 
lection of animated, talking picture books 
for young children; JUG@Home offers a 
curated collection of ebooks for elemen- 
tary, middle school and high school stu- 
dents; Ancestry and HeritageQuest geneal- 
ogy databases will jumpstart that search for 
your roots. 

You can also get the latest news from 


Nesco SacLes'- 


Your Safety is Our Top Priority 


e All vehicles are sanitized before 
and after repairs 


(OF-1| RUS B Cow -Vae-lale(o = wl a -t-M =) Ula it-1<- me) cenidiale mexelert- 1m D)i-yr-lalel|ave me elle(=)ilarsr) 
We Handle ALL Insurance Claims e 


91 State St.,Bondsville, MA 983-6403 www.nescoautobody.co 


22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA 


On behalf of the American Legion Post 325 
our thoughts and prayers go out to our 
veterans and their families of the 
Holyoke Soldiers Home. May the Lord bless 


Owner 

Mike McKenzie 
MA. Lic. #15648A 
Fully Insured 


OSHA 10 
Certified 


e Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available 
¢ Collision Specialists 


Granby Police 


Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 
Department responded to 108 calls for the 
week of April 24 through April 30. Those 
arrested are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law. All infor- 
mation is provided by the Granby Police 
Department. 


ARRESTS/SUMMONS 


Saturday, April 25 
11:11 p.m. — Curtis Varnum, 28, of 689 
Federal Street, Belchertown, was arrested 
on active warrants. 


ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS 
Monday, April 27 

2:50 a.m. — Officers responded to 
Amherst Street to investigate an accident. 
The operator drove off the roadway and 
struck the guardrail 

4:47 a.m. — Officers responded to East 
State Street to investigate an accident. The 
operator struck a deer and caused damage 
to their vehicle. 


Tuesday, April 28 

9:13 a.m. — Officers issued a criminal 
citation during a motor vehicle stop on 
West Main Street. The criminal citation 
was issued for operation of a motor vehicle 
with a revoked registration and unlicensed 
motor vehicle operation. 

1:19 p.m. — Officers responded to Carver 
Street to investigate a two-car motor vehi- 
cle accident. No injuries were reported. 


the New York Times Online, along with 
Newsbank, comprised of a collection of 
online Western Massachusetts newspapers. 

RomanceBookCloud is a collec- 
tion of 2,000 romance ebooks, while 
AudioBookCloud features 1,200 always 
available audio books across all genres. To 
get the creative juices flowing, Creativebug 
offers videos of 1,000 plus arts and crafts 
classes, while Hoopla is an all-in-one 
media service of 700,000 titles in six dif- 
ferent formats—audiobooks, eBooks, com- 
ics/graphic novels, full music albums, mov- 
ies and television shows. 

Patrons can instantly borrow items to 
download or stream. 

For movie buffs, Kanopy allows library 
cardholders to stream movies from a curat- 
ed collection of over 30,000 high quality 
titles in a variety of genres. 

All this is available with a library card. 

News, ideas and activities are post- 
ed throughout the day on the library’s 
Facebook page. 

For questions or assistance, email 
clapp @cwmars.org. 


RS #1688 





A state of 
emergency 
for children 


Protection leaders 
ask public help 


THOMAS KING, Executive Director, 
Massachusetts Children’s Alliance 

LIAM LOWNEY, Executive Director, 
Massachusetts Office for Victim Assistance 
TAMMY MELLO, Executive Director, 
Children’s League of Massachusetts 


REGION -— Child protection leaders 
are asking the public’s help in detecting 
ongoing child abuse while the COVID- 
19 shutdowns keep kids away from the 
adults who normally step in to help. 

Reports of child abuse have plum- 
meted, even as family stress factors like 
job insecurity, food insecurity, and sick- 
ness have disproportionally increased 
in March and April — which, in a cruel 
irony, is Child Abuse Prevention Month. 

Mandated reporters for child abuse 
include teachers, medical providers, 
therapists, and clergy. None of those 
groups are having in-person interaction 
with children during the state of emer- 
gency. 

The heads of the Massachusetts 
Children’s Alliance, Massachusetts 
Office for Victim Assistance 
(MOVA) and Children’s League of 
Massachusetts are issuing an unprece- 
dented joint call to the general public 
for help detecting possible abuse and 
alerting officials who can intervene to 
protect those children. 

Whether it is neighbors seeing kids 
outside at play, out in public with adults 
or relatives and teachers interacting 
with them via Zoom or other video 
exchange, anyone having contact with 
children is urged to look for these signs: 


e Physical appearance: signs of bruis- 
es, marks, injuries, hygiene, or attire 

e Environment: signs of violence, 
drug and alcohol abuse, or family 
dysfunction 

e Behavior and affect: change in 
mood or presentation, distress, or 
outcries of abuse 

e Engagement: changes in participa- 
tion, interaction, and communica- 
tion 

Supervision: access to a responsible 
adult and their level of involvement. 

A child experiencing abuse may 
show these signs. You should notify the 
Department of Children and Families 
(DCF) if you suspect abuse by calling 
the DCF Child-At-Risk Hotline at (800) 
792-5200. Reports can be anonymous if 
necessary. 

A report does not automatically trig- 
ger a child being removed from a home 


See CHILDREN, page 7 


Home Improvement Specials 


Premium Grade Railroad Ties 
$24 ea, or 20 for $400 


8x40” Wood Grain Porcelain Tile 





5 color choices @ $1.49/saqft 


24x48” Jumbo Porcelain Tile 
3 choices @ $1.49/saft 


™ 2x6"x12' Alaskan Yellow Cedar 
Extra-knotty grade 


Great for raised garden beds 


A FULL SERVICE COMPANY 


$27 ea 


James Hardie Cement Shakes 


Residential 
Commercial 
Industrial 


$195/square 


3 colors to choose from 


“PAIN? Lnbor (2 Gre 


you all and give you a sense of comfort to 
rely on.We also send this out to all of 
our members, patrons, families and friends. 
Stay healthy and safe. God Bless! 


Conveniently Socated on toute 32 in Ad 
978-249-2206 


Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 


Office: 413-213-0770 


Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com 
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— OPINION 


GUEST COLUMN 


How Congress 
has changed 


BY LEE H. HAMILTON 
Guest columnist 





tive, less functional, and more partisan... you’re 

right. I’ve been thinking a lot lately about how it’s 
changed over the years since I served there in the ‘60s 
to the ‘90s, and several issues help explain why it often 
struggles to get things done. 

Heightened partisanship may top the list. Congress 
has always been a partisan organization; we’ve seen 
tense battles throughout its history. But now they’re 
more intense and occur more frequently. Members tend 
to see issues predominantly, though not completely, 
through a partisan lens. 

This is reflected in their voting patterns. In the 1960s 
and 1970s, votes in which a majority of one party 
opposed a majority of the other occurred roughly one- 
third to one-half the time. Starting in the early *90s, that 
percentage rose into the 60 and 70 percent range. Add 
to this increasingly split control of Congress, with one 
party controlling the House and the other the Senate, 
and agreement becomes exceedingly difficult to find. 

In many ways, this reflects the country at large. 
Though identification with a party or as an independent 
has tended to move a few percentage points over time, 
Americans of each party seem ever more firmly stuck 
in their own camps. It has become more difficult to 
resolve our differences, and this has undoubtedly con- 
tributed to congressional gridlock. 

Years ago, the question that pervaded discussions 
on Capitol Hill was, “What can we do to resolve this 
problem?’ Members were unwilling to accept stalemate 
or lack of agreement. Leaders at the time—people like 
Carl Albert and Tip O’Neill on the Democrats’ side and 
Bob Michel and John Anderson on the Republicans’ — 
certainly had partisan differences, but these did not 
dominate the discussion. Behind closed doors they 
would discuss them civilly and politely, even going so 
far as to share private polling numbers. 

At the same time that polarization has increased, 
Congress’s ambition has generally lessened. It’s almost 
inconceivable today that Congress would tackle a big 
issue—say, how to provide health care for older peo- 
ple—by trying to create something like Medicare. You 
see this same trend in oversight of the executive branch. 
There were committee chairmen who knew the ins and 
outs of the departments they oversaw down to the finest 
detail. They would spend days grilling administration 
witnesses (of even their own party), creating an exten- 
sive record of what an administration and its political 
appointees were trying to accomplish —information 
that helped ordinary Americans understand and judge 
the government’s approach. That is much harder to find 
today. 

I think you can also detect the same trend at work 
in a diminishment of Congress’s oratorical ambitions. 
There was a time when members of Congress on both 
sides of the aisle considered Congress to be equal in 
Stature to the President and the executive branch, and 
their speech-making reflected this: they saw strong 
oratory as a chance to encapsulate ideas and inspire 
Americans to rally behind them. 

A key thing to remember is that this wasn’t just 
the speaker of the House or the majority leader of the 
Senate. Power and influence were spread more widely 
across both chambers. As the leadership in recent years 
has come to dominate the process, ordinary members 
find far fewer chances to shine. The collapse of what 
was known as the “regular order,” the committee work 
and amendment process that allowed ordinary mem- 
bers to participate in the deliberative work of Capitol 
Hill, has thoroughly concentrated power in the hands 
of leaders and made Congress less representative as a 
whole. 

That trend has been accentuated by the extent to 
which money now talks at every stage of the process. 
It’s not just that members are constantly trying to raise 
campaign funds. It’s that the mix of who funds those 
campaigns has changed dramatically. In the late 1970s, 
according to the Brookings Institution’s Vital Statistics 
on Congress, labor and corporate PACs gave about 
equally. Now, corporate PACs account for the vast 
majority of all the money flowing to members’ cam- 
paigns. 

The result of all this? Congress is still a vital part of 
our democracy, but it is by most measures a less effec- 
tive one. 


|: you feel like Congress has become less produc- 


Lee Hamilton is a senior advisor for the Indiana 
University Center on Representative Government; a 
Distinguished Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lugar School 
of Global and International Studies; and a Professor 
of Practice at the IU O’Neill School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives for 34 years. 
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LETTER 


Avoid animal products 


Dear editor, 


Massive slaughterhouse closures are 
driving U.S. consumers to plant-based 
meat products, as sick workers pay the 
price. 

Tyson Foods, JBS USA, and Smithfield 
Foods, the largest meat processors, have 
closed 17 plants, devastating rural com- 
munities and threatening the nation’s meat 
supply. Production is already down by 25 
percent. 

In reaction, U.S. sales of plant-based 
meats surged by 265 percent, according 
to consumer data group Nielsen. Shares 
of Beyond Meat, a prominent plant-based 
meat brand, rallied by 60 percent. 

A Washington Post investigation found 
that coronavirus outbreaks in more than 
48 U.S. meat packing plants have sick- 


ened at least 3,300 workers and killed 17. 
The companies failed to provide adequate 
protective gear to the workers and forced 
some with COVID-19 symptoms to keep 
working. USA Today reports that more 
than 150 of U.S.’s largest plants operate in 
counties with the highest rate of coronavi- 
rus infection. 

In addition to the generally accepted 
consumer health argument for avoiding 
animal food products, the pandemic has 
now added the worker health element. 
Production of plant-based meats requires 
much less labor and allows for ample phys- 
ical distancing. 

We can all support the switch to healthy 
food on our next visit to our supermarket. 

Sincerely, 

Abraham Buchholtz 
Amherst 





Why I think of asparagus 
on Mother's Day 


crowns for Mother’s Day! When I think 

back I laugh on the inside thinking of 
just how perfect a gift it was. Some women 
get jewelry and I get asparagus. 
Good thing my husband knows 
that I wouldn’t have wanted it 
any other way. Just yesterday 
we walked around the yard and 
remarked at the tiny spears pop- 
ping up; it was honestly a very 
nice memory associated with a 
special day. In the event you are 
the lucky recipient of asparagus 
crowns this Sunday, or if you are 
simply in the market to install a 
bed of this vegetable, read on. 

Once asparagus is planted it 
will return, season after season for many 
years, perhaps 20 or more. Keep this in 
mind when choosing the location of your 
asparagus patch...you may have to live 
with your decision a long time. Some gar- 
deners prefer to prepare a site separate 
from the vegetable garden while others 
locate it within the main gardening space. 
Each has its pros and cons. With the later 
approach, the bed can be inspected during 
the entire growing season, not only when 
the plants are productive. If you take this 
approach keep in mind that the ferny foli- 
age gets quite tall by summer, so site it in 
the northern most row of the garden so that 
it won’t shade out other plants. By planting 
the asparagus in a separate location you 
can also better cater to the plants’ unique 
needs. 

In order to thrive, asparagus plants 
require full sun, fertile soil, a neutral pH, 
and a weed-free bed. If time allows prepare 
the site in the fall prior to spring planting 
by removing the sod from grassy areas and 


|: was four years ago that I got asparagus 
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GARDEN 





Roberta McQuaid 


by making the necessary adjustments to the 
soil with the addition of lime and balanced 
organic fertilizers. A soil test will deter- 
mine accurate amounts for your site. 

Once asparagus crowns have 
been purchased you shouldn’t 
wait too long to plant them or 
they will dry out. At first look, 
the roots look like fleshy white 
tentacles of an octopus radiat- 
ing out from its head! If plant- 
ing ASAP is unlikely store them 
in moist sphagnum moss until 
you are able to get them in the 
ground. New advice recom- 
mends planting the crowns in 
trenches 8 to 10 inches deep. It 
is helpful to incorporate addi- 
tional lime and bone meal thoroughly into 
the bottom of the planting furrow. Set 
plants on small mounds of soil 12 to 18 
inches apart in the row and cover with 2 
inches of soil. As the spears poke through 
this first layer of soil and begin to fern out, 
gradually fill in the trench with a mixture 
of soil and finished compost. It should take 
six weeks for the furrow to be completely 
filled in. Water regularly and topdress with 
fertilizer in August of the first year and 
every spring thereafter. A thick application 
of compost at this time will also enhance 
fertility, while liming annually will help 
keep the pH neutral. 

New studies indicate that spears can be 
harvested for a week long period the year 
after planting. Simply cut with a sharp 
knife at the soil surface. The following year 
expand your harvest to four weeks; by year 
three a full harvest season of eight weeks is 
possible. After harvest let the foliage grow, 


See ASPARAGUS, page 7 - 


Turley 
Publications 
Letiers to the 
Editor Policy 


Letters to the edi- 
tor should be 350 
words or less in 
length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opin- 
ions will be pub- 
lished. We require 
letter writers to 
include his or her 
town of residence 
and home telephone 
number. We must 
authenticate author- 
ship prior to publi- 
cation. We reserve 
the right to edit or 
withhold any sub- 
missions deemed to 
be libelous or con- 
tain unsubstantiated 
allegations, person- 
al attacks, defama- 
tion of character 
and offensive lan- 
guage. All unknown 
or alleged facts and 
quotations offered 
by the author need to 
cite credible, unbi- 
ased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel 
Editor Melina 
Bourdeau, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel @turley.com. 
The deadline for sub- 
missions 1s Friday at 
5 p.m. 


The Sentinel! is published 
every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc., 24 Water 
St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
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(413) 289-1977. 
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GCAM Schedule/Shows 


Program schedules for Channel 12 air in ¢ 10a.m.— New England Gardener Wednesday, May 13 and May 20 
two-week cycles. The following programs © 10:30 a.m. — Yoga for Health ¢ Local Meetings All Day 
have been listed for the week of May I] and « 11 am.-—Tai Chi ¢ 8 a.m. - Healthy Bones & Balance 
May 18. e¢ 12 p.m. — 2018 Little Black Dress Fashion ¢ 9 a.m. Governor Baker Press Conference 
Show e 2 p.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 
Monday, May 11 and May 18 e | p.m. —Eat Well, Be Happy 3 p.m. — Governor Baker Press Conference 
¢ 7 a.m. — Yoga for Health e 2 p.m. — Forge Pond Walk Through 7 p.m. Healthy Bones & Balance 
¢ 8a.m.-— Healthy Bones & Balance e 2:30 p.m. — New England Gardener 8 p.m. — Governor Baker Press Conference 
¢ 9 a.m. - Tai Chi e 3 p.m. — February Frolic 2019 11 p.m. -— Governor Baker Press 
¢ 9:30 a.m. — Open Mic Poetry e 4p.m.— Healthy Bones & Balance Conference 
¢ 10am.-—A Quilter’s Touch e 5 p.m. — DinoFest 2018 
e 11 am.— New England Authors ° 6p.m.—A Quilter’s Touch Thursday, May 14 and May 21 
e 11:30 p.m. — Smart Boating ¢ 7 p.m. — Paint w/Kevin e State and Local Meetings All Day 
e 12 p.m. — Eat Well, Be Happy ¢ 8 p.m. — Forge Pond Walk Through ¢ 7 a.m. - Healthy Bones & Balance 
ASPARAGUS : from page 6 e | p.m. — Elder Law Talk ¢ 9:30 p.m. — The Unfolding Story of the ¢ 8a.m.-— Governor Baker Press Conference 
S—— SS SS e 2 p.m. —The Garage Coronavirus e 12 p.m. — Governor Baker Press 
once winter killed it can be cut back and removed from the : rae sem oa * 10 p.m. —Local Rock aaa aaa eel 
‘ta 3 e 3p.m. - Bees of Granby e 1 p.m.— Healthy Bones alance 
agemeue amen a sito mance a Prien eoceia ¢ 4 p.m. — 250th Farm to Table Saturday, May 16 and May 23 e 7p.m.-— Healthy Bones & Balance 
: ee ee POP pace ¢ 4:30 p.m. - GCAM SHorts ¢ 7a.m.— Yoga for Health e 8 p.m. — Governor Baker Press Conference 
beetle and other culprits of the asparagus patch. ¢ 5:00 p.m. - All Grades Concert 2019 ¢ 7:30 a.m. — The Garage 
My husband lovingly broke his back helping me clear ¢ 7p.m.—Eat Well, Be Happy ¢ 8:30 a.m. — Open Mic Poetry Friday, May 15 and May 22 
the sod and remove the stones, shall I say boulders, from ¢ 7:30 p.m. — Yoga for Health ¢ 9:30 a.m. — Flight School ¢ 7 a.m.— School Committee 
the area destined to be the asparagus patch. Maybe by ° 8 p.m. - Open Mic Poetry ¢ 10 a.m. — Abelvision e 11am. — Healthy Bones & Balance 
Sunday the spears will be tall enough to harvest, that ° 4 ee Quilter’s Touch ° meee a.m. —Fast Forward e 12 p.m. — Governor Baker Press 
' ; ane ° p.m. — WWII History ¢ 11:30 a.m. — Granby Journal Conference 
would be neat, indeed. And what about this year’s gift? ¢ 12:30 p.m. — Tracing Your Family Roots ¢ 1 p.m. - Miss You Videos 
Well along the same theme I have a project up my sleeve. Tuesday, May 12 and May 19 ¢ 1:30 p.m. — The Garage ¢ 2p.m.— East Meadow Teacher Parade 
A new picket fence perhaps! * 7 a.m. — Seniors on the Move ¢ 2:30 p.m. - WWII History * 3 p.m. - All Grades Concert 2019 
Here’s wishing everyone out there a Happy Mother’s ¢ 8 a.m. —Alivelihood * 3 p.m. — Library Event ¢ 5 p.m. — School Committee 
Day! ¢ 8:30 a.m. — Fast Forward e 5 p.m. — Library Event ¢ 9 p.m.— Governor Baker Press Conference 
¢ 10 a.m.—Walk in the Garden ¢ 6p.m.—GCAM Retro ¢ 10 p.m. — Miss You Videos 
e 11am.— New England Gardener e¢ 7 p.m.—GCAM Shorts e 11 p.m. — Governor Baker Press 
Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge ¢ 11:30 a.m. — Tracing Your Family Roots ¢ 7:30 p.m. — 2017 Kellogg Hall Car Show Conference 
School of Agriculture at the University of Massachusetts. ¢ 12: 30 p.m. — Songspeak ¢ 8 p.m. — Songspeak 
For the last 28 years, she has held the position of staff hor- e 2p.m.— Summer Concert ¢ 9 p.m. — All Grades Conceert 2019 Saturday, May 16 and May 23 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing e 4p.m.—- Fast Forward e 11 p.m. — Creature Features ¢ 7a.m.-— Healthy Bones & Balance 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for her? Email it e 5 p.m. — Alivelihood ¢ 8 a.m.— East Meadow Teachers Parade 
° Le : aren ¢ 5:30 p.m. — Tracing Your Family Roots Sunday, May 17 and May 24 ¢ 9am. -— All Grades Concert 2019 
to ekennedy @turley.com with “Gardening Question” in ¢ 6 p.m. — New England Gardener ¢ 7 a.m. — Seniors on the Move ¢ 10am. -— School Committee 
the subject line. ¢ 7 p.m. — Songspeak ¢ 8 a.m.— Open Mic Poetry e 2p.m.-— Healthy Bones & Balance 
¢ 8 p.m. — The Granby Journal ¢ 8:30 a.m. — Tai Chi e 3 p.m.— Governor Baker Press Conference 
¢ 9 p.m. — Science & Technology: Yesterday, °¢ 9a.m.— Yoga For Health e 4 p.m. — Miss You Videos 
Today & Tomorrow ¢ 10 a.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance e 5 p.m. - East Meadow Teacher Parade 
CHILDREN e 11am. - Elder Law Talk ¢ 6p.m. - All Grades Concert 2019 
¢ from page 9 Wednesday, May 13 and May 20 ¢ 12 p.m.—GCAM Retro ¢ 7 p.m. - School Committee 
aa ¢ 7 a.m. —The Garage e 1 p.m. - Story of the Coronairus e 11 p.m. - Miss You Videos 
or a parent being in trouble; few reports result in either ¢ 7:30 a.m. — Paint w/Kevin ¢ 2 p.m. - Mr. Scammer ¢ 11:30 p.m. — Governor Baker Press 
of those outcomes. The most common outcome is sup- ¢ 8a.m.— Smart Boating ¢ 3 p.m. —New England Gardener Conference 
plying services and supports to families that need them. : se a Eat Screened ' nee p.m. — ae saa w/ Liz Susie Rinedananiae os 
. . ¢ 9 a.m. — Financia er Abuse e 4: .m. — Paint w/ Kevin unday, May 17 and May 
Massachusetts has a oe rehensive, trauma-informed ¢ 10a.m.— Hollywood Makeover e 5 in Healthy Bones & Balance e 7 a.m. — East Meadow Teacher Parade 
system of Teepe to child abuse allegations through the ¢ 10:30 a.m. — Hollywood Makeover ° 6p.m. — Smart Boating ¢ 8 a.m. — All Grades Concert 2019 
state’s twelve Children’s Advocacy Centers. DCF has a ¢ 11 a.m. Cinemaniacs ¢ 7 p.m. — Fast Forward ¢ 9 a.m. - School Committee 
staff of well-trained, well-supervised, and dedicated social ¢ 12 p.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance ¢ 7:30 p.m. — New England Authors ¢ 1 p.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 
workers who screen reports to see what — if any — interven- e | p.m.- sesame nes 2019 ° : p.m. — Seng on ° : p.m. — Governor ao Press Conference 
e 2 p.m. — Summer Concert ° p.m. — TBad News Jazz Blues ¢ 3p.m.—Miuiss You Video 
ae SUPP On pon ne a saat nl rae oe ¢ 5 p.m. Hollywood Makeover Orchestra e 4p.m.- East Meadow Teacher Parade 
ee An re ene are ee Speen eee ¢ 5:30 p.m. — Hollywood Makeover ¢ 10:30 p.m. — Fast Forward e 5 p.m. - All Grades Concert 2019 
made on everyone for our mutual safety. For more infor- * 6p.m. - New Englander Gardener ¢ 11 p.m. — Sci-Fi Journal ¢ 6p.m. — School Committee 
mation about recognizing and responding to child abuse, ¢ 6:30 p.m. — Eat Well, Be Happy ¢ 10 p.m. — Miss You Videos 
Victim Services, and to make your voice heard, please Visit ¢ 7 p.m. — Kellogg Hall Car Show 2017 Program schedules for Channel 15 air in ¢ 11 p.m. — Governor Baker Press 
our respective web sites below. ° coe Tae es en iia! cise with es seu of state Conference 
; ° m. Ww and local meetings which will change peri- 
— watch the children around you as if they were your e¢ 9 p.m. — Summer Concert odically. The following programs have been Granby Community Access & Media, Inc. 





11 p.m. — Stories from the Stoop 


listed for the week of April 11 to May 18. 


is Granby’s Public Access Television Station, 
provided for by the current cable license. The 


Thursday, May 14 and May 21 Monday, May 11 and May 18 GCAM studio is located at 121 West State 

7 a.m. —Tai Chi ¢ Local Meetings All Day St., Granby. GCAM Channels are Public 

SELECTMEN e from page ] 7:30 a.m. — That Granby Life ¢ 9a.m. - Healthy Bones & Balance Channel 12 and Government and Education 
8 a.m. — Songspeak e 11 a.m. - Governor Baker Press Channel 15. To view a full version of the 

Masks 9 a.m. — Yoga for Health Conference schedule, please visit GCAM online at www. 

_ 10 a.m. — Abelvision ¢ 3p.m.-— Healthy Bones & Balance granbymedia.com. The schedule is subject 

d nee: May 6, p ra ay aera ane a being aie 11 am. — Charter Day 2018 ¢ 7 p.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance to change and programing airs in two-week 
o : a oie a od oe 12 p.m. - Cinemaniacs ¢ §8p.m.-— Governor Baker Press Conference — cycles. To watch select meetings and shows 
distancing measures. 1 p.m. — WWII History ¢ 11 p.m. - Governor Baker Press online, please visit the GCAM Youtube page 
The selectboard unanimously voted in support of the 1:30 p.m. — New England Gardener Conference and check out the station’s Instagram page, 


mandate. 
Boscher added the playgrounds in town remain closed, 
even if people are wearing masks. 


CHECK OUT ALL THE 


Tu (l@Yeubiications 


allaimal-h id] olegol-Te- Mab (-}'Aoroyen! 





Where to find your 
BELCHERTOWN 


SENTINEL 


EVERY WEDNESDAY IN GRANBY... 





2 p.m. —Healthy Bones & Balance 

3 p.m. — Story if the Coronavirus 

3:30 p.m. - New England Authors 

4 p.m. — Walk in the Garden 

5 p.m. — Open Mic Poetry 

6 p.m. — Fast Forward 

7 p.m. — WWII History 

7:30 p.m. — Tracing Your Family Roots 
9 p.m. — Charter Day: Bwana Jim 


Friday, May 15 and May 22 
7 a.m. — Conversations with George 
9 a.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 


=10) a lisiteas 


Tuesday, May 12 and May 19 

State and Local Meetings All Day 

7 a.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 

8 a.m. — Governor Baker Press Conference 
12 p.m. — Healthy Bones & Balance 

1 p.m. — Governor Baker Press Conference 
7 p.m. - Healthy Bones & Balance 

8 p.m. — Governor Baker Press Conference 
11 p.m. — Governor Baker Press 
Conference 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE IN 


@ gcamty. 


GCAM is an independent, non-profit orga- 


nization, governed by a volunteer Board of 
Directors, run by a small staff, and available 
for use by residents of Granby, employees 
who work within the town limits of Granby, 
and non-profit organizations that serve 
Granby, Massachusetts. If Granby residents 
have an idea for a program or would like 
to produce a show, please contact GCAM 
Program Coordinator Alex LaMarche by 
emailing director@ granbymedia.com or call 
413-467-1180. 


rN Lae A 


PORK SHOULDER Picnic. 99°, 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORTERHOUSE 
or T-BONE $799 
SP 


USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS & SKINLESS ¢ 
CHICKEN BREAST sssmnsnnnnstZa” DOD S 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


GRANBY 
STEAKS 


Semten Plaruideyeo ee eee ee Route 202 1 4s9 

| Cindy’s Soft Sel eaten ee tes, Route 202 ITALIAN SAUSAGE a rs PAK USDA INSP. CHICKEN LEG 1/ 4’S fee sia > ea 
Grankbydiibrmiys ene aes Route 202 FRESH BONELESS SRR Ne a 

Granby catciy Complex...) Route 202 USDA INSP. FRESH USDA INSP. FROZEN TRIDENT Ss 99 
Gir lyelou sialic ee cee er Route 202 S S 49 BEEF TOP SIRLOIN FRESH SALMON BITES 2.85 Ib box oe 
Sapowsk y Canin, wash mmt ie cn uate, Route 202 bale a icles eect nate doz. SPOON ROAST i Ra i ee a 
Saas vine Rica carta gicener eo aak pnrarrn gonshnee cere a nceumrterns Route Me USDA INSP. e BUTCHER WAGON $4 99 STEAKS 3h) 99 USDA INSP. l|QF FROZEN 
Vickers Lituinacumraie22 | BONELESS HAM STEAKS © Bib = XQ DIAMOND REEF 34 299 
Granvsedckave. ee 60 West State Street/Route 202 me — CED IN OUR D : Li 99 = esageh Benes RAW oH Rl M P 16/20 CT auwunees = 
little ltalivs Pizzino lie sce 56 West State S JR 202 
es eee Re ae West Stare Steer/Route 202 | ROAST BEEF. ........ss++seee0 Jib SPLIT TURKEY BREAST Veedaice®4nschauhatih benhsebsah' 
Polish Credit Union ...............000006 49 West State Street/Route 202 S$ 

PROVOLONE CHEESE ......: $466 
Summit General Stote wuent.yeceee a New Ludlow Road USDA INSP © REGENT $4 49 1 
or online CREAM CHEESE 80Z smumeeenee each Ib 


We reserve the right to limit quantities. 
NEW EXTENDED HOURS: 
Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3 


BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS ¢ SELECTION ¢ SERVICE 


www.belchertownsentinel.com 90 AVOCADO STREET, SPRINGFIELD 413-737-1288 


ei 90meat.com 
SALE DATES: 5/7/20 - 5/13/20 
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OMETOWN 


EUW Dale Proulx 





MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff Report 


“Dale and his daughter, Liz, 
were at the epicenter of the Haiti’s 
earthquake in 2010,’ Stone said. 
“They survived a natural disaster. 

He helped many people that 
were in life threatening 
situations. There were 

a lot of heroes that 
day!” 

Similarly, Proulx 

said there are a 

lot of heroes in 

Belchertown, 

crediting first 
responders, the 
Belchertown 
Board of 
Health, fami- 
lies and the res- 
idents and staff 
at Christopher 
Heights. 
“We’ve received 
so much support 
here — we appreci- 
ate all of the essential 
workers, including the 
first responders, who sup- 
ported us during the 15-day quar- 
stant here at Christopher Heights,” —antine,” he said. “It’s been a real 
Stone said. “He has a sense of hardship on people and their fam- 
how hard it is to be quarantined _ jlies.” 
and isolated from his family and He said on the difficulties he 
friends. He is a new grandfather faced during the quarantine was 
and cannot hold, touch or see his the inability to see his family. 
granddaughter since this has hap- “Going 15 days with no contact 
pened, to protect his family. It has with any other person, or staying 
been very hard on him.” six feet away from them, you take 

Proulx and Stone started in their for granted the ability to shake a 
respective positions at Christopher  person’s hand or give someone a 
Heights three weeks apart from hug,” Proulx said. “It can feel very 
one another and have been work- isolating.” 


ing together for five years. The facility ended its quaran- 


BELCHERTOWN -— Facing 
the task of quarantining, 
Executive Director of 
Christopher Heights 
of Belchertown 
Dale Proulx 
moved in on 
the April 8 to 
be supportive 
to the staff, 
residents and 
their families 
when cases 
of COVID-19 
were found at 
the senior liv- 
ing facility. 

Nominated 
by a col- 
league, Director 
of Marketing/ 
Admissions at the 
facility, Lorna Stone. 

“During this 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
Dale has been the one con- 





\ 


Stone said Proulx has demon- 
strated his ability to be compas- 
sionate and kind during adversity. 


tine a couple of weeks ago, but 
no visitors aside from essential or 
medical personnel are permitted 


into the building. 

Due to COVID-19, the facility 
had to switch from a “social hous- 
ing model” to a “medical model” 
fairly quickly, however Stone said 
Proulx faced the challenge head 
on. 

“His favorite expression that 
he learned at a young age in the 
Army, ‘Improvise, Adapt and 
Overcome!’” she said. “He has 
used this during this pandemic. He 
combats adversity through spiri- 
tuality, strength and courage. He 
has much admiration and devo- 
tion to take care of his commu- 
nity at Christopher Heights of 
Belchertown.” 

People are required to wear 
masks and sanitize frequently, and 
incoming personnel have to get 
their temperatures checked. 

“There have been a lot of tran- 
sitions almost overnight, but now 
we’ve settled into this new nor- 
mal,” Proulx said. 

Proulx said while he is commit- 
ted to do whatever it takes to keep 
people safe during the pandem- 
ic, he heavily relies on the team 
of people not only at Christopher 
Heights, but the greater commu- 
nity. 

“IT feel like I shouldn’t be sin- 
gled out here,’ he said “This sit- 
uation has shown me how appre- 
ciative I am to work for this com- 
pany, with these people and in this 
community. It’s been the most 
challenging and the most reward- 
ing experience. When faced with 
this adversity you can see people’s 
resiliency — from the residents and 
their families to the company as a 
whole.” 





Concerned about 
youth vaping while 
schools close? 


GAIL GRAMAROSSA 
Guest columnist 


uring these extraordi- 
nary times, when family 
life is disrupted by the 


coronavirus outbreak, schools, 
organizations, and communi- 
ty activities are closed. While 
parents work to establish new 
routines at home and help their 
teens adapt, they may also be 
thinking about how to help _ know that you care about them 
their teens quit vaping or smok- and that vaping is not safe. 
ing. Be patient and ready to ls- 
Youth are spending more ten; there is no” perfect time” 
time in the house and may to talk. Your goal is to have a 
be more stressed than usual. conversation, not to deliver a 
Parents may especially want to lecture. So avoid criticism and 
encourage quitting because of encourage an open dialogue. 
evidence coming out that vap- You can start by mentioning 
ing, like smoking, harms the something that you heard about 
ability of the lungs to fight vaping. Tell them the facts: 
infection. e-cigarettes contain nicotine; 
Are you concerned that your nicotine is a highly addictive 
teenagers may be vaping? What substance. The smoke from 
are signs to look for? How can  yapes is an aerosol, not water 
you help? Here are sugges-  yapor. The aerosol can con- 
tions from the Quaboag Hills tain harmful substances. The 
Substance Use Alliance (WWW. resources below can help you 
qhsua.org) and the Tobacco- learn more. 
Free Community Partnerships 
in Massachusetts to help you 
deal with vaping, including 
resources for learning more. 


or e-liquids/e-juices that are 
added to the device. E-liquids 
generally consist of propylene 
glycol, glycerin, water, nico- 
tine, and flavorings. 


Q: What can I do to pre- 
vent my child or loved ones 
from vaping? 

A: Simply talking with your 
child about these products can 
help protect them. Let them 


Q: How can I tell if my 
child or loved one is vaping? 

A: Many types of e-cig- 
arettes are made to resemble 
everyday items and come in 
fruity, minty and candy-like 
flavors. So, you may not rec- 
ognize a vaping device or an 
e-liquid scent. 

Here are subtle signs your 
child might be vaping: 

Unexplained sweet scent — If 
you notice a sweet scent that 


Q: What is in e-cigarettes 
and vapes? I hear that it is 
just flavored water. What is 
so bad about them? 

A: E-cigarettes produce 
an aerosol, commonly called 
vapor, which users inhale from 
the device and exhale. This 
aerosol may have harmful and 
potentially harmful substances. 


E-cigarettes use pre-filled pods See VAPING, page 15 = 


Thank you from 


TILTON 
AUTOMOTIVE 


3 AMHERST RD. (RT. 9) 
BELCHERTOWN 323-5051 


Center 
We Install Quality NAPA Parts 


annpap AutoCare 
Vy 


Thank you from all of us at 


CHRISTOPHER HEIGHTS” 
of Belchertown 


AN ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY 


99 Front Street, Belchertown, MA 01007 


Thank You from all of us at 
Granby 


Country Grain 
108 West State Street, Granby, MA 
1-413-467-3838 


aa mt ub al 


ne as AIS AWAL il 
iG Susi 
MS ESS ST ek 


140 West State Street, Route 202 
Granby, MA e (413) 467-7979 


Thank You 


from 


NAPA AUTO PARTS 


Belchertown Auto Parts NAPA AUTO PARTS: “cet 
116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA = the Good 
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296 With) AUTO PARTS Stuff 


THANK YOU 


from all of us at 


v4 
ws Y if 


a 


“Where Friends and Neighbors Meet” 
JUNCTION RT. 202 & 9 ® BELCHERTOWN, MA ® 413-323-7449 


Thank you from 


S Belchertown, Granby & Amherst 


YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1915 


and Turle yo 


Laas Inc. 








39 W. State St. Granby, MA © 413-467-2533 


Thank you from 


THE FIRE PLACE 


106 State Rd. (Rtes 5 & 10) 
Whately, MA ¢ 413-397-3463 


thefireplacema.com 


‘Thank you fren 


AMHERST FARMERS SUPPLY 
320 South Pleasant St., Amherst, MA 
413-253-3436 ¢ amherstfarmerssupply.com 


Thank You 


@ REECE 
PN Uy ped -[e]») ¢ 


Old Springfield Rd. 3373-6664 


Thank You brom 


HUD By Two Convenient Locations 


19 N. Main St., Belchertown 
arene Ine 


Belchertown 


(413) 323- 9611 
15 Central St., West Brookfield 
(508) 867-4646 


mur bellandhudeoncom 
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— EDUCATION 


Take care with 
young wildfire 


STAFF REPORT 


REGION —- In light of 
the COVID-19 emergency, 
Massachusetts residents are spend- 
ing a lot of time in their homes and 
yards. How many people know 
what to do if they find a baby 
bird, a nest of newborn bunnies, or 
another young animal in their yard 
this spring? 

The arrival of spring means the 
arrival of young wildlife. Every 
year, the lives of young creatures 
are disturbed by people who take 
young animals from the wild in a 
well-intentioned attempt to save 
them, but this often does more 
harm than good. The Massachusetts 
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife 
is reminding the public that young 
wildlife belong in the wild and urg- 
ing residents to leave young wild- 
life alone. Finding a young ani- 
mal alone does not mean it’s been 
abandoned or needs to be rescued. 
Adults are often nearby and visit 
their young only occasionally to 
avoid detection from predators. 

Nearly all wild birds and mam- 
mals are protected by law; they 
may not legally be taken from the 
wild or kept as pets. Most people 
quickly find that they can’t prop- 
erly care for young wildlife, and 
many animals soon die in the hands 
of people trying to help. Young 
wildlife removed from the wild 
are also denied important natural 
learning experiences which help 
them survive on their own. Even if 
these animals are released back into 
the wild, their chances of survival 
are reduced. Often, the care given 
to young wildlife results in some 
attachment to humans and the ani- 
mals may return to places where 
people live, only to be attacked by 
domestic animals or hit by cars. 
With little fear of humans, once- 





tamed wildlife may become nui- 
sances or injure people. 

What to do: 

If a baby bird is found: While 
baby birds may look helpless, they 
do not need assistance unless there 
are clear signs of injury, like a bro- 
ken wing. If a hatchling or nestling 
(a young bird without feathers) is 
found outside the nest, try to return 
it to its nest or create an artificial 
nest. The parents will not reject if it 
is touched. If a fledgling (a young, 
fully feathered bird) is found out- 
side the nest, leave it alone. While 
it is spending some time hopping 
around on the ground learning 
how to fly, the parents are usually 
nearby still taking care of it. If a 
fledgling is found near a road or 
exposed to danger, it can be moved 
to a safer, sheltered location nearby. 
Young birds naturally have a low 
survival rate, which keeps popu- 
lations in balance with available 
resources. 

If a fawn is found: Young deer 
are born in late May and early 
June. Even if a fawn is seen alone 
for several days, leave it alone. 
The animal may be motionless and 
seem vulnerable, but this is the nor- 
mal behavior for a fawn and the 
mother (doe) is probably feeding 
or bedded nearby. Fawns are safest 
when left alone because their cam- 
ouflaging color helps them remain 
undetected. Does visit their fawns 
to nurse very infrequently, a behav- 
ior that helps fawns avoid detection 
by predators. If sympathetic people 
repeatedly visit a fawn, it can pro- 
long separation from the doe and 
delay needed feeding. Fawns can- 
not be cared for by wildlife rehabil- 
itators; if a fawn is visibly injured 
or found with its dead mother, call 
Mass Wildlife at 508-389-6300. 

If bunnies or other young mam- 
mals are found: Generally, young 


TILTON AUTOMOTIVE 


3 AMHERST RD. (RT.9) 
BELCHERT OW Mage 
323-5051 Seca 


he regs Cac ng Pl Bete 








Little Friends 
Child Care Center 
5& Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown 
Caring for Children 1 2mos. - 9 years 


Full day, before and Year Round 


after school programs Enrollment 


morning preschool program 


413-323-8447 


Lic. # 309640 littlefriends39.com 


SEPTIC 
PUMPING 


e pumping 
e new installation 


e repairs 
e Title 5 inspection 


Gomp® 
Septic Service LLC 


Jason Lafleur ¢ David Kibbe 


413-323-4327 


Complete A/C Service 
CI Smlalsieclielitelars 
Used Cars ¢ Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender 
Repair ¢ Painting 


REECE 
p-NGR ROM = 10] Bd 4 


323-6664 
FREE ESTIMATES 
@)(oRSye)alaleli(=)cemmrer=te. 


Belchertown 
Visa-Mastercard Accepted 


= SWIFT RIVER = 


HEATING & OIL COMPANY 


Sheet Metal Fabrication 
Is Our Specialty 
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery 
¢ 24 hr. Burner Service 
¢ Replacement of Furnaces 
& Boilers 
¢ New Construction 
& Renovations 
¢ New Customer Discounts 


413-323-4123 
221 N. Liberty * Belchertown 





STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC. 


Has All Your Spring Needs! 
Lawn & Garden, Great Lines of Paint & All the Necessities 


The Best Flashlights on the Streets “Nebo Brand” 
Window & Screen Fixes & Glazed ¢ UPS Mailing & Packaging 


3 STADLER STREET, BELCHERTOWN, MA 
OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 8 to 6 ¢ SATURDAY 8 to 4, SUNDAY 10am to 4pm 


ACE 


HARDWARE 





A TRS 


_——s = . sail i” — 


According to MassWildlife, if you find a baby bird, unless it has a broken wing, it 


doesn't need assistance. 


mammals are visited by their moth- 
er only a few times a day to avoid 
attracting predators to the young. 
For example, a nest of bunnies will 
only be visited by the adult female 
twice per day to nurse the young. 
The young are generally safe when 
left alone because their color pat- 
terns and lack of scent help them 
remain undetected. In most cases, 
it’s best to leave young animals 
alone. 

Keep pets leashed. Keeping pets 
indoors or restrained helps wildlife, 
as pets often like to chase and hunt 
songbirds and other mammals. This 
also helps your pets avoid health 





Weber Grills Assembled & Delivered 


323-4521 


our Lo 
us 


CONNECTIO 


WE ARE A UPS DROP 
& MAILING CENTER 


and safety dangers posed by wild 
animals, other pets, or automobiles. 
Contact a wildlife rehabilitator 
for advice. In almost all cases, it’s 
best to leave wildlife alone and let 
nature take its course. In the rare 
case you find a young animal with 
a dead parent or if you see visible 
signs of injury, you can contact a 
licensed wildlife rehabilitator for 
assistance. An injured wild animal 
may be assisted, but a person must 
deliver the animal immediately to a 
licensed rehabilitator. Mass Wildlife 
licenses wildlife rehabilitators 
who are qualified to care for most 
injured or truly orphaned wildlife. 





Mobil 1 
Full Synthetic 
Motor Oil 


2? 99 


5 Quart Jug 
5.99 1 Quart 





SPECIALIZING IN 


ite | ROBERTS ROO 






DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER? 
Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts! 


Amherst Welding, Inc. 
(413) 253-4867 


330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA 


CT. 


TRAILER 
SALES & REPAIRS 
Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic 


Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs ¢ Snow Plow « Sanders 


ITCHES 


Foreign Car Specialists 
Since 1972 






Slate * Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles * Gutters 
Historical Restoration * Flat Roofing * Snow Removal 


Tel. 413-283-4395 © Cell 413-237-9434 ===2-29 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 


Pelham 


Auto Service 


Rt. 9 Belchertown/Amherst Line 


253-9302 





iNESS 


. iy a 
Trusted Name Since 1982 


To Belchertown 
High School 
seniors: 


It’s time to create the senior 
slide show — send a toddler pho- 
tos (ages 1 to 4) and a senior 
portrait (does not have to be 
same as yearbook), to belcher- 
townclassof2020 @ gmail.com. 
Seniors can also include a short 
description of their plans after 
high school including a two- or 
four-year school with their cho- 
sen major, military branch or 
undecided as well. 

In addition, if anyone has 
fun pictures of the senior stu- 
dents through the years, with 
their friends, sports, field trips, 
etc., and would like to see them 
included in the slideshow, please 
send those to belchertownclas- 
sof2020@ gmail.com as well. 

Submissions are due May 9. 





Scholarship 
applications are 
now available 


BELCHERTOWN —- The 
Belchertown Scholarship 
Committee remains committed 
towards honoring this year’s grad- 
uating class of 2020 by extend- 
ing its application process due to 
COVID-19. Applications from 
Belchertown individuals that meet 
the required criteria are now being 
accepted. Chosen recipients will 
be awarded in year 2021. Paper 
applications must be submitted no 
later than Thursday, May 21 using 
the revised submittal guidelines 
outlined in the application. Please 
use the link below to access the 
online application and view the 
rubric grading system: http:// 
www.belchertownps.org/belcher- 
town-high-school/belcher- 
town-scholarship-information. 








PREPAID GIFT CARD 
with Purchase of 

5 Quarts of Mobil 1 
Motor Oil! 


Belchertown Auto Parts NAPA AUTO PARTS: “cet 
116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA 
(5 ic) ic 4c By (21-5 Me) ec yc Bh- 4-1) 


the Good 


(HIP) AUTO PARTS \ su 


Proud publishers of 
13 community newspapers 


Turley®, 


Publications, Inc. 





Call Maureen McGarrett 
at 413-283-8393 
or email: 
mmcgarrett@turley.com 
to advertise your 
business here! 
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF DAVID SQUIRES 
Belchertown Police Officer Ed Oey and Chief Christopher Pronovost 
took photos together after the vehicle parade celebrating Oey's 





A line of vehicles drove by the Belchertown Police Department last 
Thursday in honor of retiring Officer Ed Oey whose last day was 
April 30. 


retirement last week. 


OFFICER OEY - from page 1 


public. So, I had seen since all of the 
schools doing the car parades, we’re 
in such a close-knit community I post- 
ed it on social media.” 

She said she was excited about the 
turnout of so many people. 

Oey began his career as a part- 
time officer in October of 1993. He 
graduated from the 22nd M.P.O.C in 
December of 1994. 

“T’ve been a cop since 1976,” Oey 
said. “There’s nothing I’ve enjoyed 
more than doing this job.” 

He said one of his fortes is fire- 
arms, which lead to his interest in 
training others in how to use them. 

Oey has been entrusted with 
numerous responsibilities within the 
department over the years including 
firearms instructor, defensive tac- 
tics instructor, field training officer, 
firearms licensing, and leading the 
Citizen Police Academy, according to 
the Belchertown Police Department. 


“He was awarded for resuscitating a 
15-year-old, and he says, ‘It’s all part 
of the job,’ Smith added. “It’s not a 
job, it’s his passion.” 

Officer Oey’s wife, Robin Oey, said 
she’s never seen her husband “come 
home grouchy, or feeling like he’s 
hated going to work.” 

Oey said he wouldn’t be retiring 
from the position if it weren’t for a 
state mandate requiring patrol officers 
to retire at 65. 

He said he plans on “sticking 
around Belchertown” with hopes 
of expanding on his abilities as an 
instructor. 

“T have a lot of experience and I’d 
like to share it,’ he said. “I'd like to 
share what this job really entails and 
how to do it.” 

Ultimately, Oey said he was grate- 
ful for every day he was able to work 
with the public and his fellow offi- 
cers — whom he considers part of his 
family. 

“He would go to work until he’s 
100 if he could,” Robin Oey said. “It’s 
not the end for him, he’s going to con- 


tinue training the department.” 

The family has a busy month ahead 
of them as well considering it will the 
couple’s 44th year of marriage in May 
as well. 

“No matter where we go, we’ve run 
into people saying thank you,’ Robin 
Oey said. “I don’t believe anyone will 
be able to fill his shoes.” 


=. ——— — 


= = 
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ABOVE: Officer Ed Oey received a 
shadow box of a uniform and photos 
for his retirement from the Belcher- 
town Police Department last Thursday. 


TURLEY PUBLICATION PHOTOS 
BY MELINA BOURDEAU 


LEFT: Officer Ed Oey received a cake 
in honor of his retirement from the 
Belchertown Police Department last 
week. 


CoS 








Following the ceremony, Suzanne Barnett and Scott Karen had their 
first dance together to the sounds of a bagpipe played by Rick Rabe. 


WEDDING : from page 1 


to break up all of the monotony of being at home. Ideally, 
I wanted to be a June bride, but we said, “Let’s just do it.’” 
A local bagpiper, Rick Rabe, provided music and 
Barnett was “walked down the aisle” by Edward Knight. 
“We were dressed in Stetson Blues Brothers hats and 
sunglasses for some comical fun,’ Karen added. 
The brief ceremony was performed in front of the mon- 
ument, which Barnett said meant a lot to her as a veteran. 
“Tt was a beautiful and elegant ceremony,’ she said. “Yet 
casual, too. It was really like a circle of friends around us.” 


After exchanging their vows and a kiss, newlyweds Scott Karen 
and Suzanne Barnett threw their hats in the air on the Belchertown 
Common on Sunday. 


Karen also provided a surprise. As the couple kissed, 
friends in attendance blew military-grade airhorns he hand- 
ed out prior to the ceremony. 

“Scott was joking that it as the kiss heard around 
Belchertown,” Barnett said, laughing. “It was awesome. 
We wanted to share that with people. It was really charm- 
ing because people were thanking us and congratulating 
us.” 

Barnett and Karen agreed they would do another cere- 
mony in 2021 as well as an eventual honeymoon. 

“IT was astounded at how loud they were,” Karen said. 
“Tt was hard to make a pandemic wedding, but I think we 
pulled it off.” 


- 


With a Blues Brothers themed wedding, Scott Karen and Suzanne 


Neighbor and 
friend of the 
couple, Rick 
Rabe played the 

bagpipes for 
the wedding on 
the Belchertown 

Common last 

Sunday. 
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Senior athletes to be highlighted in coming weeks 


GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
gscibelli@turley.com 


The Turley Publications sports 
department is looking to honor 
the senior athletes who have had 
their spring seasons cancelled by 


the coronavirus pandemic. 

Over the next several weeks, the 
sports section will have stories and 
photos about the various spring 
sports teams that were never even 
able to have a practice, and eventu- 
ally saw their full season cancelled. 


We will be talking with spring 
coaches and athletic directors, 
but would also love to hear from 
senior players about their feelings 
about the spring season being can- 
celled. 

We hope to also publish action 


photos of seniors from previous 
seasons, though parents and coach- 
es are encouraged to send photos 
of seniors they would like to see 
published in the upcoming editions 
of the paper. 

All submissions can be made to 


Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli 
at sports@turley.com. In the sub- 
ject line, please identify the school 
and sport you are writing in about. 
Senior athletes are also encouraged 
to write in to talk about the season 
that wasn’t. 











College baseball will not be played in the area as the 
NECBL cancelled its season. The Valley Blue Sox are 
based in Holyoke. 


Following the closure of 
spring sports, many summer 
leagues are being forced to 
do the same 


GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION -— In just a short period of time, 
the landscape of even summer sports has now 
changed with a number of baseball leagues 
cancelling play and others postponed indefi- 
nitely while the leagues wait out the “surge.” 

But in the case of some very talented ath- 
letes, the 2020 baseball season has been com- 
pletely shuttered. 

First, it was the postponement of Major 
League Baseball along with the complete can- 
cellation of spring sports for the collegiate 
level. Now, two of the most prominent col- 
lege leagues have cancelled their seasons for 
the summer, citing the risks involved for the 
league as a whole. 

The Cape Cod Baseball League and the 
New England Collegiate Baseball League 
have cancelled their 2020 campaigns, which 
were set to start in June. The cancellation 
leaves no opportunities for teams to play at all 
in the 2020 season. The summer leagues, like 
college season were often an additional place 


See SUMMER LEAGUE, page 12 « 


The Pioneer 
Valley Summer 
Soccer League 


is still hoping to 
have its regular — 
season, though 


it may be 
delayed. 


Recreational leagues like the Valley Wheel Baseball 
League and the Quabbin Valley League are all on hold 
waiting to see if Massachusetts “re-opens.” 





FILE PHOTOS 


American Legion baseball is also in danger of being 
cancelled this summer. 





New England Collegiate Baseball League cancels 2020 season 


NORTH ADAMS - The New 
England Collegiate Baseball 
League (NECBL) has announced 
that its board of directors, com- 
prised of executives from its 13 
member teams and officers, have 


voted to cancel the 2020 summer 
collegiate baseball season. 

This decision was reached after 
a careful and thoughtful review of 
the guidance from federal, state 
and local officials, the leadership 


of our host communities, and rec- 
ommendations from the CDC and 
medical community. The conclu- 
sion was that canceling the 2020 
season was necessary for the 
health, safety and well-being of 


our players, coaches, umpires, 
volunteers, fans and host families. 

We understand that this deci- 
sion will result in hardship and 


See NECBL, page 12 


Claremont 
Speedway 
event 
cancelled 


REGION — Tri Track Open 
Modified Series officials 
announced on Saturday, in 
collaboration with Claremont 
Speedway, that the event orig- 
inally scheduled for May 24 
will not happen as scheduled. 
New Hampshire Governor 
Chris Sununu released new 
guidance for the state on 
Friday that will not allow gath- 
erings to occur for the race 
event. The Tri Track Open 
Modified Series continues to 
keep the safety of our race 
teams, drivers, staff and fans in 
mind with decisions. We will 
provide additional guidance 
around the 2020 schedule once 
it is available. Our intention is 
to hit the track for action this 
season.” 


Sign-ups 
on hold for 
Quabbin 


League 


REGION — The Quabbin 
Valley Over-30 Baseball 
League is seeking new play- 
ers for 2020 season. The 
league has six teams, several 
with open roster spots. Last 
year, the league voted to allow 
players age 28 and 29 to be 
able to join the league, though 
players under 30 are not eli- 
gible to pitch. The cost of the 
league this season is $192. 
For returning and new play- 
ers, sign-ups have been placed 
on hold until a determination 
has been made on the season 
going forward. The league is 
hopeful to begin play some- 
time in June or July. The sea- 
son 1s 15 regular season games 
plus at least one playoff game. 
A modified schedule is being 
worked on by league officials. 
Games are nine innings and 
metal (BBCOR -3) or wood 
bats are allowed. Fields loca- 
tions are throughout Western 
Mass. For more information 
on the league, or if you are 
interested in registering, go to 
https://www.quabbinvalley- 
baseball.org/. The league is 





also in Facebook. 
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T-Birds Foundation announces 
upcoming fundraising drive 


SPRINGFIELD -—- Today, the 
Springfield Thunderbirds Foundation 
announced the start of its “From the 
Heart” campaign, which will feed essen- 
tial workers at non-profits, medical facil- 
ities, and public safety organizations 
over the coming ten weeks. The cam- 
paign kicked off today with monetary 
donations of $500 to both the Food Bank 
of Western Massachusetts and Holyoke 
Medical Center. Holyoke Medical Center 
will use the funds to purchase food for its 
medical staff. 

“We are excited to announce our ‘From 
the Heart’ campaign and we are honored 
to support our first two recipients. Food 
insecurity during this time is a serious 
issue and the Food Bank of Western 
Massachusetts is leading the charge to 
combat this across the region. Holyoke 
Medical Center has also stepped up in 
a big way for the residents of Holyoke 
and has gone the extra mile in treating 
our Vets in the Holyoke Soldier’s Home. 
We are truly grateful for all these two 
organizations are doing for our commu- 
nity,’ said Nathan Costa, President of the 
Springfield Thunderbirds. 

The announcement of the “From the 
Heart” campaign comes on the heels 
of successful food deliveries to Mercy 
and Baystate Medical Centers in mid- 
April. Stephen Cincotta, a member of 
the Thunderbird’s local ownership group, 
saw the impact these donations had on 
frontline medical staff and reached out to 
the T-Birds Foundation with a generous 
donation to extend the program to other 
organizations in western Massachusetts. 

“When I saw the reaction of the doc- 
tors, nurses, and other hospital staff to 
the food deliveries and their pictures with 
Boomer, I knew we could be doing more 


to spread a little joy and good will to 
others on the front lines of this pandemic. 
I am proud to support the work of the 
T-Bird’s Foundation and grateful to the 
men and women who are working every 
day to keep us same from harm,” said 
Cincotta, President and CEO of Clinical 
Research Management Group (CRMG). 

With the campaign’s launch, the 
T-Bird’s Foundation will deliver food to 
a new organization each week for the 
next ten weeks to thank front-line work- 
ers making an impact in the community. 
The Foundation broadened the reach of 
its program to recognize the many diverse 
fields that are contributing the fight 
against COVID-19. 

“During this time of great need in our 
region, we are extremely grateful to the 
support we have received across the com- 
munity to help our neighbors at risk of 
hunger,” said Jillian Morgan, Corporate 
Relations Officer for the Food Bank of 
Western Massachusetts. “The Food Bank 
of Western Massachusetts remains com- 
mitted to feeding all of our neighbors in 
need and is taking proactive steps to pro- 
tect those who rely on our services. Your 
support keeps meals on the table during 
these challenging times.” 

Meals will be sourced from many of 
the T-Birds corporate partners, includ- 
ing the 99 Restaurant & Pub, Buffalo 
Wild Wings, Theodore’s Booze, Blues & 
BBQ, Krazy Jake’s, Frigo’s Foods, Texas 
Roadhouse, Burger King, Kentucky Fried 
Chicken, Dunkin’ Donuts and Nathan 
Bill’s Bar & Restaurant. 

Individuals interested in support- 
ing the campaign can contribute to the 
Thunderbirds’ Foundation directly: 
https://www.paypal.com/us/fundraiser/ 
charity/3391100. 





NECBL - from page 11 


disappointment to our student-athletes 
who have already lost their college spring 
baseball season. For this reason, it breaks 
our hearts and runs counter to our compet- 
itive instincts and spirit. However, our first 
priority and obligation must always be the 
health and well-being of our players and 
our community. We promise to use this 
time out, and all of our resources, to make 
our 2021 season something truly special 
for our players, coaches and fans. 

We are part of the communities that 
host our member teams. We encourage our 
teams, as organizations, individually and 
working with their volunteers, to support 
community first responders and their local 
business sponsors, many of whom are 
restaurants that are going through difficult 
financial times. To show our appreciation 


to our host communities and supporters, 
we will dedicate Opening Day 2021 in 
each of our venues to thank, honor and 
support community organizations and first 
responders who serve on the front lines of 
combating COVID-19. 

The New England Collegiate Baseball 
League is a wooden bat college summer 
league that fields teams in all six New 
England states. Partially funded by Major 
League Baseball, the NECBL started play 
in 1994 and enjoyed its 25th-year anni- 
versary season last summer. The New 
England League has sent over 150 alumni 
to the Major Leagues and has had nearly 
100 alumni drafted in each of the last 10 
Major League Baseball Drafts. 

The Valley Blue Sox are the main local 
team to Western Massachusetts in the 
NECBL. The Blue Sox have won two 
league championship in 2017 and 2018, 
and were in the semifinal round in 2019. 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful ‘friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 
Hours: 
Tues. 1Oam- 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm Thurs. 10am - 4pm 
Fri. 1Oam-4pmm ° Sat. 10am - 4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 


SS. 


ey 














Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library 
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Joelle Ouimette 
BELCHERTOWN HIGH SCHOOL 


uimette was a pitcher last year 

()::: the Belchertown High 

School softball team. She 

would have been a senior on the squad 
this year. 

To nominate someone for Athlete 

of the Week, contact Managing Sports 

Editor Gregory A. Scibelli 

at 413-283-8393 ext. 258 or 

wv send an e-mail to gscibelli@ 

L turley.com. 
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SPONSORED BY 


JOIN NOW! ONLY 
$10. PER MONTH 


40 Turkey Hill Road 


BELCHERTOWN 
(413) 323-1003 


CHICOPEE ¢ EAST GRANBY ¢ HADLEY ¢ PITTSFIELD 
NORTH ADAMS ¢ SPRINGFIELD ¢ W. SPRINGFIELD 





Valley Wheel Baseball looking for new player 


REGION — The Valley Wheel Over-30 
Baseball League is seeking new players 
for the upcoming 2020 season. The league 
is seeking players ages 28 and up. Players 
turning 28 this year are eligible. However, 
only players 30 and older can pitch. The 
league plays 15 regular season games with 
games being held mostly on Sundays with 
a couple of weekday games thrown in the 
mix as well as a special Mother’s Day 
Saturday game in early May. However, due 
to the current circumstances, the league 
schedule has been pushed back. The 


SUMMER : from page 11 


for star athletes to get exposure, play against 
some of the best competition in the country, 
and receive additional looks for scouts from 
the major leagues. 

The cancellation of baseball has also fil- 
tered down to the high school and youth lev- 
els as well. 

With parks and recreation activities shut 
down, baseball and softball is shut down 
at the youth level. Spring sports were can- 
celled last week at the high school level, and 
even recreational softball leagues have been 
completely shut down. There are still some 
leagues that are hopeful. 

Like high school athletic directors, many 
recreational leagues have begun making 
shortened schedules or modified schedules 
that would accommodate play once fields are 
opened up. 

However, as the surge remains present in 
Massachusetts, it is hard to forecast when 
play in many leagues will open up. 

The Pioneer Valley Summer Soccer 
League is open to holding a modified sched- 
ule if needed, but it is also still holding out 
hope to holding its regular season as sched- 


league still plans to play its season once 
bans on gatherings are lifted. The league 
is built on comradery, fair play, and having 
a good time with friends. If interested in 
trying out, go to www.valleywheelbase- 
ball.com. The rules of the league and new 
player forms can be found on the site. 
For further information, you can contact 
the league’s commissioner, Jim Nason at 
wheell2 @comcast.net or call him at (413) 
433-4308. Tryouts will be take place as 
soon as conditions are allowed, but new 
player applications are still being accepted. 


uled. The season typically starts in the third 
week of June. 

Depending on how the re-opening plan is 
phased, there is still a possibility of that, or a 
better possibility of the season going deeper 
into the summer. 

One league that teenagers were hopeful 
would not be cancelled is American Legion 
baseball. However, that may be the case after 
the chairman of District 3 recommended 
the season be cancelled. Most area teams, 
such as Agawam, Belchertown, Wilbraham, 
Aldenville, and Monson play in District 3. 
There are also several Junior Legion teams in 
the area, with Holyoke set to rejoin the ranks. 

The American Legion had cancelled its 
regional and national tournaments, but there 
was hope its regular season would take place 
in areas that were deemed safe from major 
coronavirus outbreaks. The national tourna- 
ment was set to take place late in the summer 
in North Carolina. 

The stay-at-home advisory along with the 
non-essential business closure remains in 
effect through May 18. It is not known if the 
order will be lifted, but a re-opening plan is 
supposed to be submitted by a committee on 
that date. 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, 
personality profiles, and community features that we know about. 
This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as 
well as spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other 
town meetings determined by the issue’s relevance to our readers. 
There are the annual major community event features that we 


should always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of 
other features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and their 
many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding 
for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features for The 
Sentinel, please email sentinel@turley.com. 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


HAY FOR SALE Koran’s Farm. 
(413)267-3396. 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 

Seasoned cut & split $200.00 

All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 


hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 





AB Hauling and 


Removal Service 





**x*EXEA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 


Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





**A CALL WE HAUL** 
Dumpsters available on site 
Call for delivery 
(413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint - 
Classroom instructor, 20+ years expe- 
rience. Call Walt at (413)289-6670 
for estimate. 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 


driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 


experience. References. Lic #086220. 


Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


EXCAVATING 


ELIOT STARBARD' EXCAVA- 
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: www.artis4every1. 
com or call (508)882-3848 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


(J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


VISA J Discover 


Exp. Date 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone: 


States Zipo: 


X per week rate = $ 


(J Cash 


I Check# 
CVV 
Date: 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 







HUBBARDSTON 


Quabbin ———_ 


Village Hills 
Circulation: 
50,500 


ce WILLIAMSBURG 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 







Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


BELCHER’ 
GRANBY ,, 


EASTHAMPTON 


















LD 


EAST 
BROOKFIEI 


NORTH 
(~\ BROOKFIELD 


WALES { HOLLAND 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59.000 


SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 


$10.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 
55,00 


J 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Landscape maintenance 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $28/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. Lo- 
cal deliv. to Oakham and surrounding 
towns only. Eliot Starbard 508-882- 
0140. 


LAWN CARE SERVICES 
Weekly/ Bi-weekly lawn mowing 
services 
15 years experience 
Call Quality Cuts today! 
(413)231-2888 
FREE ESTIMATES 


MASONRY 


B&D MASONRY RESTORATION 
Chimney rebuilds, caps, pointing, block 
foundations, ceramic floors/ walls, out- 
door kitchens/ living areas, cultured/ 
natural stone, stampcrete pads/ side- 
walks. 413-237-3690 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ey- 
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex 
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


CAD CY 
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TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


K & J TREE SERVICE Fully in- 
sured. Free estimates, stump grinding. 
413-289-4817, 508-344-8482 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 

CLASS A DRIVER NEEDED!!! 
Immediate work available. Excellent 
pay, 50% company paid insurance. 
Based in Holyoke area. Regional work. 
Home every weekend. Guaranteed 


minimum earnings. Call for information 
or to apply. 989-916-7526 







DPW SEASONAL LABORER Town 
of Barre seeks a seasonal laborer F/T 
from May-Oct M-R 6:30 am-5:00 pm 
to provide manual work on grounds. 
Please contact dpw@townofbarre. 
com, see www.townofbarre.com, or 
call Shannon at (978)335-5013. 
Applications must be received by May 
21st at 4pm. 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 


MONDAY 
AT NOON 


— PUBLIC NOTICES 


SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLE 
This ad is pursuant to 

MA Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 
39A as of May 1, 2020 the 
following motor vehicles 
will be for sale to satisfy a 
garage keepers lien: 


2017 Hyundai Elantra 

Vin: KMHD74LF7HU423730 
Color: Black 

LKO: Richard Alexander Jr. 
Address: 55 French Dr. 
Palmer, MA 


2002 Nissan Altima 
Vin: IN4AL11D22C701987 
Color: Green 
LKO: Junior F Solano 
Address: 135 White St. 
Apt | 
Springfield, MA 
Relentless Towing 
Belchertown, MA 
413-530-3804 


4/30, 5/07, 5/14/2020 





Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

¢Fully Applianced 
«Community Room 


eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, Ware, MA 


EQUAL HOUSING ( 1 


OPPORTUNITY 





SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





SECTION 8 WELCOME Ware 
2 bedroom apts. new kitchen, bath, 
paint, flooring, appliances, etc. Avail- 
able ASAP (413)531-2433 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


Find your 
dream 
home or 
list your 
property 
here! 





TAX TINE 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are still continuing to process tax returns 
through drop off and electronic processes. 


Our office hours are Monday thru Thursday 9am to 4pm 
Please call or email to make arrangements 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 






















AUTHORIZED 


CallForAn |{RS 
Appointment |\<337> 


PROVIDER 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 


Calling all students and teachers 


everyone under 18 — to send us artwork, essays 


Ls Belchertown Sentinel is calling all children — 


and photos. If enough children send pieces on 
it’s possible, we could have a whole issued devoted to 
them. Please include full names on all submissions so 
we can give proper credit to the creator. Also, if photos 
are submitted please identify the people in the photos. 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 





Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Parents, the if you could forward them to us it would be 


appreciated. 


We’re also asking teachers to send essays, artwork or 
photos describing what it’s like for them being home 
and educating students from afar. 

Please send all emails to Sentinel @turley.com. 

Stay safe. Thanks, Melina Bourdeau, Editor 


SEND US YOUR 
EVENT PHOTOS 


Scan QR Code 


|e 


= Email items to 
/ waloisio@turley.com 




















As a free service for our readers we accept and will 
print when space allows community event photos and 
announcements. Just scan the QR code above and 
send us your photos and any information. 





www.publicnotices,turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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VAPING : from page 8 


is unexplainable, it might be a flavored 
e-juice for a vaping device. 

Unfamiliar products — If you come 
across unusual looking items such as 
unusual pens or USB drives or an unfa- 
miliar battery or battery charging device, 
they could be associated with vaping. 

The best way to know is to educate 
yourself about the products and to talk 
with your kids. 


Q: How can I encourage youth and 
young adults to quit vaping? 

A: There are currently two free pro- 
grams available in Massachusetts to help 
youth and young adults quit vaping, 
smoking or using other tobacco prod- 
ucts. 

This is Quitting powered by truth is a 
texting program for young people who 
want to quit vaping. It is a free, confi- 
dential 30-day program during which 
youth receive texts with information, 
tips and support. They receive daily text 
messages to help them prepare to quit 
and supportive texts from young people 
who have been through the program. 
To enroll in the program, youth text 
“VapeFreeMass” to 88709. Go to mass. 
gov/quitvaping to learn more. 

My Life, My QuitTM is a specially 
designed program to help young people 
quit vaping or other tobacco products. 
My Life, My QuitTM provides five free 
and confidential coaching sessions by 
phone, live texting, or chat with special- 
ly-trained youth coach specialists. Youth 
can text “Start My Quit” to 855-891- 
9989 or call toll-free 1-855-891-9989 
for real-time coaching. They can also 
visit mylifemyquit.com learn more. 


Q: How can I help adults who are 
trying to quit vaping, smoking or 
using other tobacco products? 

A: Call 1-800-QUIT-NOW to con- 
nect with the Massachusetts Smokers’ 
Helpline. The Helpline is a free and 
confidential service for Massachusetts 
residents who want help to end their nic- 
otine and tobacco use. If you are look- 
ing to quit tobacco, you can now get 


help from a quit coach over the phone; 
or use online tools and resources; or a 
combination of these online features and 
telephone coaching. You can also enroll 
online using a computer or smartphone 
at KeepTryingMA.org. 


Q: How can I learn more informa- 
tion and stay up-to-date? 

A: Facts about vaping, tips for par- 
ents, and information for schools from 
the Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health: https://www.getoutraged.org 

Basic facts for youth and a list of quit- 
ting resources for youth: https://www. 
mass.gov/vaping 

To contact the Tobacco-Free 
Community Partnership in your region 
of Massachusetts: http://makesmokin- 
ghistory.org/my-community/communi- 
ty-partnerships/ 

To learn more visit: GetOutraged.org 

Quaboag Hills Substance Use 
Alliance https://qhsua.org/teen-preven- 
tion/ 

Or contact Melinda Calianos, 
Program Coordinator, Hampshire 
Franklin Tobacco-Free Community 
Partnership; mcalianos @collaborative. 
org 


Gail Gramarossa, MPH, CHES, 
wrote this article with resources from 
the Hampshire Franklin Tobacco- 
Free Community Partnership and can 
be reached at ggramarossa@ townof- 
ware.com. For more information about 
local efforts to prevent and reduce sub- 
stance use, contact the Quaboag Hills 
Substance Use Alliance. Join them by 
going to their Facebook page, website at 
www.ghsua.org or send email to info@ 
ghsua.org. 


Editor’s note: Gail Gramarossa is a 
member of the Belchertown selectboard. 

If you or a loved one needs help for 
substance abuse, call the statewide 
information line at 1-800-327-5050 
(TTY: 1-800-439-2370); the phoneline is 
open Monday-Friday Sam-10pm and on 
weekends from Yam-Spm. You can also 
visit the website: http://www.mass.gov/ 
eohhs/gov/departments/dph/stop-addic- 
tion/. 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Expression of 
sorrow or pity 

5. Not bad 

11. NYC Mayor 

14. Essays 

15. Walk lightly 

18. Those who utilize 

19. Actress Judd 

21. One-time 
community of 
nations 

23. Norwegian river 

24. Unconscious states 

28. Make muddy 

29. Unit of volume 

30. Consciousnesses 

32. Envision 

33. When you aim to 
get there 

35. Electronic data 


4. A type of gin 

5. Torments 

6. One point south of 
due east 

7. Actor Pacino 


processing 
36. Passports are some 
39. Snakelike fish 
41, Military flyers (abbr.) 
42. Popular computers 
44. Ecological stage 8. Feline 
46. Wings 9. Chinese dynasty 
47. Used in combination 10. Short cries for help 
49, Laid back 12. Straits can 
52. Princess’s headgear sometimes be this 
56. Musical composition 13. Further 
58. Famed Falls 16. Variety shows 
60. Reiterations 17. Supernatural 
62. Eras 20. A university in 
63. Track event Connecticut 
22. Atomic #27 
25. Of | 
26. We all have one 
2/. Religious guilds 
29. This can sting 
31. Sunscreen rating 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Defensive nuclear 
weapon (abbr.) 

2. Instead 

3. Gifts for the poor 


BUSINESS SERV! 


R E Cc Tr ©O R YY 





AUTO BODY 


REECE AUTO BODY Com- 
plete Auto Body, Paint 
& Repair” auto glass, 
computerized paint matching, 
also routine car maintenance. 
Free estimates. Old Springfield 
Road, Belchertown. 
413-323-6664. 


BANQUET FACILITIES 


HALL FOR RENT All functions. 
Kitchen available. Seating for 
96. Granby American Legion. 
Call (413) 467-9545. 
granbylegionpost266.com 








ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 


CENTER. PC/Macs, 
Laptops, Screen Repairs. 
New Computer Sales and 
Accessories, PC Diagnostic 
Repairs and Upgrades, On 
Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413- 
323-1122. John Alix, Owner. 


HAIRDRESSER 


COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 
Federal St., Belchertown. 
413-323-6012. Great cuts for 
men and women $16.00. A full 
service hair salon. Open Tue- 
Sat., evening hours available. 


HEATING & AIR 


CONDITIONING 





WHITING ENERGY, Est. 1870. 
Complete Fuel Oil Heating 
Service. 24 hr. 7 days a week 
service. Call 413-323-5737. 


BELL & HUDSON INSUR- 
ANCE AGENCY INC., 19 
North Main St., Belchertown, 
MA 01007. Tel. 413-323-9611, 
800-894-9591. Fax 413- 
323-6117. Home, auto, life, 
commercial, group health. 


OUTDOOR POWER 





EQUIPMENT 


BOYDEN & PERRON INC. 
Sales and service, Toro, 
Wheel Horse, Scag, Jonsered, 
Residential and Commercial. 
41 South Whitney St., 
Amherst, since 1956. Call 
today. 253-7358. 


PLUMBING SERVICES 


DF: PLUMBING 
& MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTORS are now 
offering plumbing services to 
Belchertown and surrounding 
town. Scheduling appointments 
Monday-Friday, 8 am to 4pm. 
Call 413-323-9966. 


ROBERTS ROOF CO., INC. 
Trusted name for over 39 
years. Commercial, industrial, 
residential. Specializing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat 
roofing. Snow Removal. Fully 
licensed. Free estimates. 
413-283-4395 
www.robertsroofsinc.com 











RUBBISH REMOVAL 


R.M. NIETUPSKI 
TEMPORARY DUMPSTERS, 
10-30yards for removing con- 
struction, demolition, metal 
and household debris of all 
types. Serving Belchertown 
and all surrounding towns. 
(413) 283-4333. 


SEPTIC TANK PUMPING 


LATOUR WILSON SEPTIC 
TANK PUMPING SERVICE. 
Residential, commercial, “D. 
E.P suggests pumping septic 
tank every 3 years.” MA D.E.P. 
certified. Brian Wilson, owner. 
413-323-4569. 








AMHERST WELDING, INC. 
Snow plows, sanders, sales 
& service, hydraulic hoses & 
repairs, trailer hitches, trailer 
repairs, welding, fabrication, 
lawnmower repairs. 330 
Harkness Road, Amherst 
413-253-4867. 





34. Brew 

36. Religious leader 

37. Indigo bush 

38. Burn with a hot 
liquid 

40. Jr.’s father 

43. Ray-finned fish 
genus 

45. Morning 

48. Straight line passing 
from side to side 
(abbr.) 

50. S-shaped line 

51. Small bunch of hay 

53. Ripened 

54. Crater on Mars 

55. Humanities 

57. Of the ears 

58. To the _ degree 

59. Wood 

61. Cools your home 








TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 323-5999 
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Belchertown residents Andrew, 11, Angelina, 7, and Tyler Sullivan, 9, with their “thinking caps on.” 





Amherst Senior Center activities 
¢ May 4to May II - 


STAFF REPORT 


AMHERST - Although the building may 
be closed, the Amherst Senior Center is 
still hosting activities for residents. 


Life after loss support group 

Life After Loss is a support group for 
people who have experienced the death 
of a loved one. The group is comprised 
of primarily of seniors who have lost a 
spouse or partner. The group will now be 
meeting online or through conference calls. 
Anyone who its interested in joining the 
group should contact the group’s facilitator, 
Michele Chmura LICSW, at 413-259-3038 
or chmuram @ amherstma. gov. 


Online Caregivers Support group 
For caregivers of seniors who need sup- 


port. Talk with other care- givers to share 
tips and ideas for caregiving and coping 
with stress. Open to caregivers of all ages. 
We will meet via a conference call, dates, 
time and frequency of remote meetings 
determined by group members. Contact 
Helen MacMellon, LCSW, social worker 
at macmellonh@amherstma.gov or 413- 
259-3062 and leave your name and phone 
number. 

Free hand sewn face masks for Amherst 
seniors. Call Mary Beth at 413-259-3114 to 
request one. 


Meals program 
Free take-out lunch Monday through 
Friday at Amherst Senior Center kitch- 
en entrance for all Amherst seniors. Call 
Donna at 413-259-3164 to register two 
days in advance of pick up. 


Kom olU\’a-le)e)geliicte 
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' KEEPING OUR 


COMMUNITY SAFE 


As essential workers, our team members are on 
the front lines every day, helping families when 
they need it most. To support our community, 
we're finding new ways to serve you safely, 
including offering: 


- Planning and purchasing arrangements 
online 

- Phone, video calls, or screen sharing 

- Electronic signature for documents 

- Livestreaming memorial services 


To the families keeping safe at home, to those 
that have to go out to work, and for everyone 
doing all they can during this uncertain time, we 
thank you. We want you to know that we, too, 
are doing all we can to keep our community 
safe and healthy. 


No matter what you need, we are here to help 
- 24 hours a day, 7 days a week - today and 
always. If you have any questions, call us at 
413-283-9061. 


BEERS & STORY 
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ir _. FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATION SERVICE 
| #4 —— ; 


Palmer ¢ Belchertown e¢ South Hadley 
413-283-9061 BeersandStory.com 
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Get health-related items at no cost to you. 

e Antacids, aspirin, and over-the-counter (OTC) medicines. 
e Toothbrushes, toothpaste, denture cream and tablets. 

e Eye and ear care items. 

e Cleansing wipes, bandages and first-aid supplies. 


e Thermometers, blood pressure monitors and more. 


Are you 65 or older and have MassHealth and Original Medicare? 


With UnitedHealthcare® Senior Care Options (HMO D-SNP), you get a Health & Wellness Products Card. 
Use it to shop at Walmart and other select retailers. Or shop by catalog, phone or online. 


Available at 


@ Learn more about the extra benefits you could get. 
Walmart 


All at no cost to you. Call 1-855-588-5661, TTY 711. 


{) UnitedHealthcare’ 


Community Plan 


UnitedHealthcare SCO is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Medicaid program. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s 
contract renewal with Medicare. This plan is a voluntary program that is available to anyone 65 and older who qualifies for MassHealth Standard and Original Medicare. If you have MassHealth Standard, 
but you do not qualify for Original Medicare, you may still be eligible to enroll in our MassHealth Senior Care Option plan and receive all of your MassHealth benefits through our SCO program. 
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